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WHERE 


FREEDOM 
RINGS... 


In the wastelands of the 
Negev, on the hilltops of 
Galilee, along the corridor to 
Jerusalem, pioneering settle. 
ments are springing up. 


In the cities and the kib. 
butzim, Jewish labor is turn. 
ing the wheels of industry; 
on the sea and in the air, 
Jewish labor is expanding the 
frontiers of Israel. 


From the babble of tongues, 
amidst the heterogeneous con- 
tingents of Jews from the 
four corners of the earth, 
there rises a new-old Hebraic 
culture. 


Out of the chaos and divers- 
ity and rootlessness of those 
who return, there is being 
forged a productive, coopera: 
tive society of free workers, 
bound by the ideals of social 
justice and democracy. 


The freedom of Israel is the 
fruit of decades of pioneering 
labor, of social engineering, 
of high moral achievement. 
Israel’s labor movement — 
Histadrut—is the guardian of 
this new freedom. Never has 
its mission been more urgent 
than in this day of mass im 
migration and world crisis. 


To keep Israel on an even 
keel, to steer it along pio 
neering paths, to fulfill the 
commandment of “Ingather: 
ing of the Exiles”— 


STAND BY HISTADRUT! 
© 
Give to the 1951 


ISRAEL HISTADRUT 
CAMPAIGN! 
@ 


Send contributions to your local 
committee or 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
FOR LABOR ISRAEL 


45 E. 17th St. New York 3, N. !. 
aa 
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Editorial 


A Victory for Isolationism 


geen optimists find many excuses for 
not feeling despondent about the outcome 
of the elections of November 7. They argue that 
the results are not as big a blow to American 
liberalism as many thoughtful people maintain. 
They point out that it is an established American 
tradition for the party in power to sustain losses 
during off-year elections. We are asked to cheer 
the fact that whereas the Republicans gained 
control of both Houses of Congress in 1946, this 
time the Democrats retained at least nominal 
control. Furthermore, it is maintained with con- 
siderable logic that Republicans as such are not 
necessarily more reactionary than Democrats, 
and Johnson of Colorado or McCarran of Ne- 
vada can scarcely be said to be more “progres- 
sive’ than Byrd of Virginia. 

Other encouraging aspects of the election re- 
sults also deserve attention. Taft was re-elected 
for a third term but Francis Donell of Missouri, 
who differs but litle from Taft in political mat- 
ters, was defeated. Nor need liberals shed tears 
over the defeat of Senator Tydings of Maryland 
and Senator Lucas of Illinois, neither of whom 
gained fame for opposition to reaction. On the 
other hand, Senator Lehman, a sincerely progres- 
sive legislator, was victorious in the State of New 
York which went Republican. The defeat of 
Senator Myers in Pennsylvania was compensated 
for, to some extent, by the victory of MacMahon 
and Benton in Connecticut. 

However, it would be dangerous self-delusion 
to indulge in such wishful comparisons and reck- 
onings. The significance of the elections held on 
November 7 lies in their total result, and this 
definitely indicated a marked change in the po- 
litical climate of the country. Moreover, elec- 
tions do more than register the will of the vcters. 
They also set in motion and accelerate new po- 
litical currents that are not necessarily in ac- 
cord with the mood of the people. In the pres- 
ent instance there can be little doubt that our 
legislators will interpret the results of the elec- 
tions as a mandate to turn to the right. The vic- 
tory of reaction is even greater today than in 
1946, for at that time Republican intentions 
were not known, while at present we have the 
record of the Republican 80th Congress by 
which to gauge what to expect from the coming 
Congress. 

It will not be necessary to wait long for the 
concrete legislative results of the elections. It 
may be said with certainty that the pressure of 
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reaction will increase; the former straddlers will 
openly join the conservative wing; the Taft- 
Hartley Law will not be revoked; the MacCar- 
ran Law will remain in force; there will be no 
FEPC. So far as the 82nd Congress is concerned, 
President Truman’s Civil Rights program, ade- 
quate housing and socialized medicine are 
doomed issues. 

The results of the elections will be felt even 
more strongly in the field of American inter- 
national policy. In this area isolationism was 
the chief victor. The fear of involvement in a 
major world conflict contributed heavily to the 
outcome of the voting. Doctrinaire Socialists 
and Communists have always maintained that 
American reaction and expanding imperialism 
were synonymous. This is largely untrue. Ameri- 
can industrial capital is wedded to a policy of 
isolationism. It does not seek foreign territories 
but isolation behind walls of economic and po- 
litical autarchy. Such a program, it must be 
admitted, is not distasteful to a large part of 
the population. 

A return to isolationism thus appears to be in 
the cards despite the misfortune which this 
would spell for America and for humanity as a 
whole. Should it prove too difficult to impose 
economic autarchy on the country, the 82nd 
Congress will no doubt do all in its power to 
saddle the United States with a spiritual autar- 
chy. The drive against “foreign” ideas will be 
strengthened. Cooperation with other peoples 
and every social and cultural bond with the out- 
side world will become suspect as “un-Ameri- 
can.” 

Today isolationism implies, first of all, aban- 
donment of the Western European countries to 
their fate. Though no Congressman is likely to 
dare ask that economic support for Western 
Europe be dropped outright, attempts will be 
made to make this help conditional on so many 
factors as to invalidate its usefulness. This is 
Taft’s program and the elections gave it a power- 
ful boost. 

Though the Marshall Plan is not an expression 
of American altruism or purely philanthropic 
good-will, there is no denying that the American 
government has thus far refrained from med- 
dling to any extent in the internal affairs of the 
beneficiaries of the plan. The isolationist victory 
on November 7 is likely to change this condition, 
and the 82nd Congress may well demand that 
continued Marshall Plan assistance be made con- 
tingent on the enforcement of the priciple of 
“free enterprise” in the economies of the coun- 
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tries aided. Such a policy would be catastrophic 
for Western Europe and America as well. This 
is the chief danger of the Republican victory. 
To what extent the crisis in Korea will affect 
traditional Republican attitudes remains to be 
seen. 


Israel’s Municipal Elections 
| Ferd MONTH’S municipal elections in Israel 

have been correctly interpreted as having 
hinged on national rather than local issues. With 
the bulk of the electorate involved on the same 
day in elections based not on individual candi- 
dacies but on party lists, the poll was bound to 
reflect opinion on the very issues that had almost 
led to new Knesseth elections only a short while 
before. 


The results of these elections show a sharp 
reaction of public opinion against all the parties 
in the present government coalition, particu- 
larly against Mapai, and a very significant 
growth of one party, the right-wing General 
Zionists. As against 155,274 votes, constituting 
35.72 percent of the total in the national elec- 
tions two years ago, Mapai now drew 92,589 
votes in the municipal polls, constituting 27.94 
percent of the total. The right-wing General 
Zionists, on the other hand, increased their vote 
from 22,661 to 80,202 and relatively from 5.22 
percent to 24.94 percent of the total. The im- 
mediate result of the election was a demand on 
the part of the General Zionists and other oppo- 
sition parties for new elections to the Knesseth, 
since the public had obviously expressed its lack 
of confidence in the governmental coalition. 


Such a demand reflects partisanship rather 
than an objective interpretation of the election 
results. Before accepting the municipal elections 
unqualifiedly as a guide to the present state of 
public opinion in Israel, there are several impor- 
tant statistical facts that have to be borne in 
mind. First, the members of the collective and 
cooperative labor settlements did not participate 
in the municipal elections. These uncounted 
voters would have divided their ballots almost 
exclusively between Mapai and Mapam. Second, 
the only new immigrants to participate in the 
municipal elections were those in the cities and 
in the larger Arab towns, like Ramleh, perma- 
nently resettled by Jews. In places like Ramleh, 
Lydda, and Yehudieh, where new immigrants 
are concentrated, the General Zionists got only 
6-8 per cent of the vote, while Mapai drew from 
30 to 60 per cent, and Mapam ran second with 
20-30 per cent. Thus, if a countrywide election 
had been held, it is certain that Mapai and 
Mapam would have done better, and the other 
parties, with the possible exceptions of the Pro- 
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gressives and the Religious Bloc, would have done 
worse than in the municipal elections. 


Although the municipal elections did not 
cover the whole country, the population growth 
of Israel’s cities in the past two years was large 
enough so that the total number of eligible 
voters was not much less than in the last coun- 
try-wide elections — about 425,000 compared 
with perhaps half a million. But the number 
of actual voters was relatively small—about 
330,000, compared with 440,000. In percentage 
terms, the last elections may have brought out 
about 90 per cent of the eligible voters, while 
the municipal elections brought out about 70 
percent. While the 1949 figure, swollen by the 
enthusiasm aroused by Israel’s first national elec- 
tion, may not be a fair standard of comparison, 
it is clear that part of the “protest vote” at last 
month’s municipal elections consisted of Mapai 
supporters who expressed their reaction to the 
issues of the day by staying away from the polls, 
Were a true test of confidence election to be 
held, there would probably be fewer Mapai ab- 
stentions. 


There can be little doubt as to what national 
issues in this election campaign were the occa- 
sion of so significant a protest vote, both active 
and passive. They were not the same issues as in 
the 1949 elections, nor were they necessarily the 
same issues as would be uppermost in the voters’ 
minds in a Knesseth election today. The voters 
in last month’s poll expressed themselves em- 
phatically on one theme: their irritation at the 
inconvenience of life under the rigid economic 
controls of a regime of scarcity. The foreign 
policy questions that dominated the last elections 
apparently played no role, for, even with the 
large swing to the right, the Revisionist Herut 
party suffered both an absolute and a relative loss. 
Questions of social ideology—laissez faire versus 
planning—were argued, but few people inter- 
pret the vote as a principled stand in favor of 
nineteenth century free trade. If the voters 
knew that this was the issue—as it would have 
been if they were electing members of parlia- 
ment instead of mayors and councilmen—it is 
doubtful whether the General Zionists would 
have got all the votes they did. Precisely because 
the elections were not conceived as a test of con- 
fidence in the government, many voters were 
able to register a protest vote. 

The liberal centrist newspaper Haaretz hailed 
the election as having achieved two things: first, 
it reduced the number of minor parties; second, 
it demonstrated the existence of a “floating” in- 
dependent vote, not bound by party discipline. 
It is useful in government for the ruling party 
to know that a portion of the electorate is not 





DECI 


conti 
must 
and ¢ 
expr 
ineffi 
wher 
of ce 
elect 
tions 
freec 
prov 
whol 
ever’ 
such 
prog 
turit 


refu 
asset 
der 

ecor 
indi 
Ara 
cov 


the 


of t 
litic 
stat 
the 
alist 


the 


wit 
the 
the 


lan 


NTIER 
done 


| not 
‘owth 
large 
igible 
-oun- 
pared 
mber 
tbout 
Nntage 
t out 
while 
it 70 
y the 
elec- 
‘ison, 
> last 
fapai 
» the 
vols, 
0 be 


_ ab- 


onal 
cca- 
tive 
1S in 
the 
ters’ 
ters 
em- 
the 
mic 
ign 
ions 
the 
rut 
loss. 
rsus 
fer 
of 
rers 
ave 
lia- 
r is 
uld 
use 
yn- 
ere 


led 
rst, 
id, 
in- 
ne. 
ty 
ot 





DECEMBER, 1950 


controllable by party machine methods, that it 
must be won by attention to its concrete interests 
and civic demands. But such a “floating” vote can 
express itself freely on many “minor” issues (like 
ineficient administration, for instance) only 
when it is not forced to make each vote a vote 
of confidence. It is the function of “off-year” 
elections, by-elections, local government elec- 
tions, in every democracy, to allow the voter this 
freedom of criticism in detail even when he ap- 
proves of an incumbent government on the 
whole. To call for a complete political reshuffle 
every time the incumbent suffers a set-back in 
such circumstances is either unabashed political 
propaganda or an evidence of political imma- 
turity. 


The Arab Refugees 


iene MOST damning testimony in regard to the 
true responsibility for the plight of the Arab 
refugees does not come from Israeli sources. An 
assembly of Arab experts meeting in Cairo un- 
der the auspices of the United Nations to study 
economic conditions in the Arab countries has 
indicated the basic reason for the failure of the 
Arab rulers to collaborate with Israel in dis- 
covering a satisfactory solution. According to 
the New York Times’ report of the Conference 
(November 27, 1950), one of the prime purposes 
of the gathering was “To bring home to the po- 
litically dominant literate public in the Arab 
states that the primary problem of poverty is 
the strong tendency to concentrate on nation- 
alist and political issues and to turn away from 
the hard work of social and economic reform.” 

The Arab economists framed their indictment 
without specific reference to the refugees. But 
the inference is inescapable. The suffering of 
the Arab fellah—according to the charges made 
by the Arab representatives from all parts of the 
Arab world—springs from the concentration of 
land ownership in the hands of a small number 
of absentee landlords, and from the failure to 
cultivate available land. In Iraq, for instance, 
only 17% of the land that can be cultivated is 
being fruitfully utilized. 

A recent Commission studying economic con- 
ditions in Transjordan has reached similar con- 
clusions, adding the significant comment that 
the country was underpopulated; more work- 
hands were needed. The same moral is pointed 
by all the available statistics in regard to the 
Arab states. Only Egypt appears to have a pop- 
ulation commensurate to its area’and agricultural 
needs. 

Despite the Arab countries’ lack of man- 
power, Arab demagogues are apparently deter- 
mined to thwart constructive efforts to resettle 
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the Arab refugees. The same reckless elements 
who created the Arab refugee problem by their 
wanton assault on Israel, now prate about an 
“Arab march” to Israel’s borders. They are still 
trying desperately to make political capital out 
of an admittedly unhappy situation instead of 
trying to alleviate it. 

Fortunately, the rest of the world is more 
genuinely concerned with the condition of the 
displaced Arabs than their fire-eating brethren. 
The Political Committee of the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations has voted a 50 million 
dollar relief program for the Palestine refugees. 
The Committee recommended, however, that 
the major part of the funds should go toward 
reintegrating the Arabs on a permanent basis. 
Israel, despite her own economic difficulties, 
caused in part by the smallness of its cultivated 
area in comparison with the vastness of the im- 
migrant influx it must receive, is prepared to 
contribute an equitable share to this fund. 

It becomes daily more clear that only an ho- 
nest re-settlement program affords a construc- 
tive solution—a solution which will benefit the 
Arab states as much as the refugees. It is too 
bad that the Arab states are determined to cut 
off their noses to spite their faces; it is even 
more unfortunate that the sorry game is being 
played at the expense of their original victims. 


German Socialists and 
Rearmament 


Sabina the past month German Social Dem- 
ocrats have scored electoral victories in Bav- 
aria, Hesse and Wuerttemberg-Baden. The chief 
issue in each of these elections was the question 
of German rearmament. By means of deft pro- 
paganda the German Socialists have caused the 
impression to get around that they are opposed 
to the rearming of Germany. But this is not 
the case. They opposed present plans for the 
arming of Germany, not the idea as such. What 
they asked for, in fact, was that German forces 
have full “equality” with other Western forces 
and that occupation powers build up their 
strength in Germany to make it plain that they 
really intend to defend Western Germany. 

This stand of the German Socialists is a far 
cry from the near-pacifism which many misled 
newspapers in this country ascribed to them. 
It has an undertone of insolence which even the 
Bonn Government dares not assume at this time. 
In a sense it is an ultimatum to the West: We 
get “equality” or we lose interest in the defense 
of democratic Western Europe. 

On previous occasions this magazine has ques- 
tioned the advisability of giving arms to Ger- 
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many at this time, despite the threat from the 
East. We felt that the German people as a whole 
had not yet demonstrated any far-reaching 
change of heart or displayed any apparent love 
for democracy as a way of life. From the num- 
erous loudly-voiced German fears that their 
country may be turned into a battlefield, there 
emerges a clear desire to play politics with the 
question of rearmament and to squeeze the max- 
imum out of the occupying powers. 

We had hoped that the Social Democrats 
would be somewhat more sincere in their pro- 
testations of devotion to the cause of democracy 
as we understand it in the West. The elections 
in the three German States have dispelled this 
hope. It is now evident that the German Social 
Democrats’ eagerness to spring to the defense of 
democracy is also less than at white heat and is 
strongly tempered by nationalistic interests. It 
is not surprising that the Social Democrats 
emerged victorious from the elections. They of- 
fered the German populace what even Aden- 
auer’s Bonn government failed to promise. 


Histadrut Campaign — 1951 


HE ANNUAL convention of the National Com- 
mittee for Labor Israel, held during the 
Thanksgiving week-end in New York City, paid 
tribute to Histadrut on the occasion of its 30th 
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anniversary, and assumed new responsibilities to. 
ward the implementation of the program that 
Israel’s labor movement has mapped out for jt. 
self for the coming year. 

The Histadrut’s welfare, cultural, health and 
vocational training program, together with spe. 
cial services for the immigrants, require a budget 
of over $45,000,000 during 1951. This does not 
include the economic activities of the varioy; 
industrial and agricultural enterprises of the 
Histadrut, such as Solel Boneh or Hamashbir, 
whose annual turnover amounts to tens of 
millions. The lion’s share of the social welfare 
budget will go to Kupat Holim, which serve 
600,000 Israelis. The Histadrut Executive ha 
undertaken to obtain over $35,000,000 of this 
budget within Israel, asessing its membership and 
tapping other sources. The balance of $10,000, 
000 must come from friends abroad, primarily 
from the western hemisphere. 

The National Committee for Labor Israel, 
basing its strength on the Labor Zionist move- 
ment, the American trade unions, and a host of 
Jewish organizations, has a formidable task 
ahead. The Histadrut Campaign, which has 
gained thousands of adherents and mobilized 
millions of dollars through its independent drive 
in the course of the past 27 years, can and should 
muster the support for Histadrut which the ex- 
panded horizons of Labor Israel call for. 
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Israel and 


the Arabs 


by J. L. Teller 


erempl Arab nationalism first asserted it- 
b self in outbreaks of violence and fitful plots 
against Turkish rule long before World War I. 
It was a clumsy nationalism, self-conscious of 
its inadequacies and uncertain of its aims. What- 
ever incentive it did possess seemed derived from 
outside. The French Jesuit institutions of learn- 
ing in the Levant, and the American University 
at Beirut, stirred the becalmed waters of patri- 
archal Islamic society and made some of the 
young Arabs idea-sick in the way in which some 
people are air sick when they travel by plane. 
It was reaction to an external condition. West- 
ern imperialism, seeking protective coloring for 
its designs on the decomposing Turkish Empire, 
drafted Arabs for bit roles in its Mediterranean 
drama—dignified “‘sherifs” and “‘sheikhs’” were 
taught to posture aggressively and raise a clamor, 
but barred from all participation in the major 
action. When the curtain was rung down and 
the stars sat down to remove their grease, the 
Arabs were paid with semi-sovereignty. 

It was infinitely more than the Balfour Dec- 
laration gave the Jews. However, having missed 
the traumatic experience attendant cn the evolu- 
tion of all real national independence movements 
the Arabs were incapable of nurturing their 
half-independence into something more. Indeed, 
the great tragedy of Arab nationalism was its 
artificial nature and almost painless birth. Their 
leaders were handpicked men, hothouse orchids 
cultivated by Downing Street. Their semi-inde- 
pendence was not a wage but hand-out. The 
London impressario deliberately failed to involve 
the many factors and elements that make nation- 
alism expansive, as for example the underprivi- 
leged classes. 

New direction may be given Arab nationalism 
by the emergence of the State of Israel, an event 
the Arab nationalists resent so strongly and bit- 
terly, Future Arab historians may yet record 
May 15, 1948 as the most significant date in 
contemporary Arab history. 

The Arab is a keen and assiduous apprentice; 
an empiricist, he learns from examples. It is 
hardly fortuitous that perhaps more has hap- 
pened in the Arab world, qualitatively and 
gantitatively, in the thirty months since the es- 
ablishment of Israel than in the long interim 
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between World War I and 1948. Shortly after 
Moslem women cast their ballots in Israel’s Par- 
liamentary elections, Syria also granted suffrage 
to women. The rate and violence of coup d’etats 
in Syria was stepped up since 1948, with three 
governments deposed in the space of nine months. 
A clandestine radio reportedly is broadcasting 
in Egypt (recall the illegal broadcasts of Pales- 
tine’s Jewish resistance). When King Farouk, 
his head still spinning like a roulette wheel, re- 
turned home recently from a wine-women-and- 
gamble cure in Monte Carlo, he was informed, 
in the most deferential terms that he better make 
like a reformer if he wished to retain his throne. 
Their ever affectionate king has informed the 
loyal subjects of Jordan that he will soon set up 
model farms to instruct them in modern agri- 
culture. In Baghdad a government that has con- 
genitally opposed the nomads’ cry for land has 
now promised to provide “just and equitable 
portions” to each and every Bedouin willing to 
settle down. Iraq has apparently been forced to 
match Israel’s pledge to the Negev tribes. 

Of course, no one expects Jordan, Iraq and 
Farouk to honor their pledges because great dis- 
parity between promise and performance is 
fundamental to the character of the present 
Arab governments. Yet, not so very long ago, 
public slogans sufficed, pledges were not required. 


HE IMAGINATION is stirred by what might have 
happened had the Arabs made peace with 
Israel one or two years ago. The needs of an 
expanding Israeli population would have caused 
a steady flow of food, lumber and oil from the 
Arab lands. The increased purchasing power of 
the Arab peoples, derived from trade with Israel, 
would have accelerated Israeli industrialization 
and the flow of foreign investments to the entire 
Middle East. Trade is a swift carrier of ideas and 
an effective agent of change. But it is precisely 
this flow of ideas that the small ruling cliques 
in Arab lands fear most. 


Fear of a change accounts also for the assassi- 
nation of General Husni Zayim in Syria. The 
general was an enigma. Selfishness and greed are 
standard equipment of most contemporary 
Arab politicians. So immediately all wondered 
“who hired” Zayim. He was first labeled an 
Abdullah man assigned to join the country to a 
Greater Syria. When the king and the general 
commenced to growl at each other, a condition 
generally described in news dispatches as 
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“strained relations,” Zayim was quickly brand- 
ed an agent of France out to restore French in- 
fluence in the Levant. However, when the gener- 
al sought military advisers to revamp the Syrian 
army, he invited Swiss officers, and when he re- 
quired technical advisers in other matters he 
called on citizens of small, non-colonial powers. 
Inspired by the Israeli example close at hand, he 
was determined to bring order into Syria’s chaos, 
and moving to secularize Syria official life, he 
apparently pictured himself as an Arab Kemal 
Pasha. It was rumored also that he had begun 
to negotiate peace with Israel shortly before his 
assassination. 


There must be other Zayims in the Arab lands 
and tomorrow’s headlines may reveal their iden- 
tity. Israel’s example will no doubt give positive 
direction to Arab nationalism, but this does not 
necessarily mean that the new construcive move- 
men will be any less hostile to Israel than its 
predecessor. The Arabs are vain and the estab- 
lishment of Israel in the face of Arab opposition 
was felt by them as a great humiliation. Young 
Arabs I meet in New York speak of the military 
defeat as if it were their private failure. Were 
they to dissociate themselves from the evil and 
stupid intent behind the Arab invasion of Israel 
they could also dissociate themselves from the 
humiliation that attended its rout. They smart 
and redden when they hear praise of Israel and 
deprecatory talk about the Arab states. But this 
too can be altered. Partnership with Israel would 
mean the immediate advancement of their own 
states. Whether they will ever face up to reali- 
ties and whether they possess the stamina for it 
remains to be seen. Most of the young men I 
have met are of the underprivileged classes. They 
may or may not be representative of Arab op- 
inion. Still it would be well to consider that 
even a positive Arab nationalism, free of internal 
corruption, may nurse the old irrational grudges 
against Israel and, possessed of greater incentive 
than the present Arab League movement, it may 
have an infinitely greater capacity for harm. 


THE MEasureE OF Israeli-Arab adjustment will 

be determined largely by the extent to which 
the Arab world accepts the occidental standards 
introduced by Israel. The Arab world has 
watched and seen how Israel has changed, effec- 
tively and constructively, the life pattern of 
Jews. It must now be shown how well Israel 
can likewise change the pattern of Arab life 
within its borders. 


Arab society is still ruled by an elite. The pat- 
riarchal system has grafted itself unto the body 
politic and clans have adopted party labels. The 
authors of this grand hoax are only half aware 
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that they are perpetrating an unconscionable de. 
ception. They slyly regard political parties 
just another ingenious western method for per. 
petuating those already in power and cannot 
believe that western political parties are any. 
thing but clan associations. 


The first opportunity presented Arabs any. 
where in the Middle East to participate in truly 
democratic elections were the Israeli par!'xmen. 
ary elections in 1949. Mapai and Mapana, the 
Communists and the Fighters for Israel’s Free. 
dom, and even Herut (Irgun) I believe, set out 
to capture the Arab vote. There was open and 
bitter discussion of the campaign issues; govern- 
ment policies appraised, scored and defended; 
there were Arab candidates and Arab parties, 
and the entire experience was new and tantaliz- 
ing. Many Arabs regarded it, no doubt, as just 
another fantasyeh, a festival arranged by the 
Jews in which insults are facetiously traded, 
pledges given, and all of which ends one stirring 
morning when the whole population of the land 
queues up before booths and drops folded sheets 
into the slits of boxes. Those who really knew 
the meaning of the event cast their ballots as 
if in a trance. 

The younger Arabs have found this sweet 
foretaste of suffrage so gratifying that they now 
demand its application to all Arab institutions, 
These demands sometimes create embarrassment 
for the Israeli authorities. In Haifa the young 
have demanded the ouster of the well-entrenched 
officials of the Moslem Council and requested 
that the government call new elections. The 
Moslem Council is a semi-religious body and the 
Israelis would rather not intervene. The Druze 
villages, picturesque little bastilles on the hill- 
tops overlooking Haifa, are headed by elders who 
have long maintained friendly relations with the 
Jews. They started out as neutrals and ended 
up as active allies of Israel in the war of defense 
against the Arab invasion. The authority of 
these elders has now been challenged by young 
men who have filed petitions for new elections. 

The Israeli authorities have been criticized by 
Arabs and by the Hebrew press alike for having 
done little to democratize the Arab villages. 
Official intervention in the internal affairs of 
the villages has been gradually diminishing since 
the Arab-Israeli armistice agreements weft 
signed. It is restricted largely to assuring that 
commodities, jobs and services are equitably dis- 
tributed and that pernicious anti-Israeli ele- 
ments do not recapture posts of influence. How- 
ever, some Arabs charge that even these restric- 
ted aims have not everywhere been achieved. 
They illustrate the point by telling of an Israeli 
army officer who ordered that all the garbage 
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that had for decades accumulated in streets 
should be removed by a given date. He threat- 
ened to punish severely anyone in front of whose 
house refuse would be found. The order has been 
carried out but the stench still persists. Garbage 
no longer accumulated in front of the house. It 
is now garnered inside the yard. The same is true 
of village leadership, a young Arab said to me, 
the old garbage is still there but it now bears 
a democratic label. 

It is true that Israeli policy often has leaned 
to the conservative side and was marked by a 
reluctance to precipitate radical changes and to 
challenge Arab taboos and traditions. The Is- 
raelis do not believe in imposing leadership from 
above. It is best, Israel feels, to create conditions 
conducive to the germination of leadership. This 
takes time. Certain evident changes have al- 
ready taken place. A visitor to an Arab town 
several years ago used to ask for the sheikh’s 
or notable’s house. He now asks for the Work- 
ers’ Club or union headquarters. In the work- 
ers’ club he may find, as I did in Acre one time, 
the executive committee in session, a heated dis- 
cussion about wages and hours, and the sole wo- 
man member taking issue with her male col- 
leagues. 

The shifting of the center of gravity to the 
Workers’ Club and woman’s challenge of male 
views represent stages in a revolution. Except- 
ing Lebanon not a single Arab state has yet 
reached even the first of these stages. 


[JN THE ARAB stampede of 1948, men fled leav- 

ing their wives, daughters and sisters behind. 
Although lower income group women were ac- 
customed to supplementing the family needs by 
back-breaking labor, decisions in Arab families 
have always been made by the male. Deserted by 
the male family heads, the women had to take on 
the burden of decisions, and have grown to like 
it. This constitutes a major change in Arab so- 
ciety. The sudden release from the rod of dis- 
cipline of course has also had its deleterious ef- 
fects in some cases, but this has been a temporary 
concomitant of women’s suffrage even in more 
advanced societies. 

Histadrut has taken special pains to organize 
the Arab working women. As far back as 1937, 
the Palestine mandatory government experi- 
mented in organizing Arab women’s clubs. Those 
clubs were restricted affairs, for the upper class, 
and the purpose was to instruct the pampered 
darlings of a feudal elite to complement their 
small talk over teacups by rolling bandages and 
Preparing gift baskets for the poor. Histadrut 
cannot boast of having enrolled thousands of 
women. The membership of its Arab womens’ 
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clubs represents, nonetheless, a cross-section of 
the population. It includes teachers, office work- 
ers, seamstresses, charwomen and attendants in 
hospitals. The married women and widows, load- 
ed down with family responsibilities and more 
strongly under the spell of tradition and taboos 
than their unmarried sisters, are shy at joining 
the clubs. The unmarried young lady, on the 
other hand, joins with an air of defiance. Mem- 
bership, to her, signifies a new status. Word of 
the women’s new status in Israel has spread to 
neighboring Arab countries. Egyptian women, 
too, are now demanding their rights. Vigorous, 
erudite Dbora Madlietzky, is in charge of this 
work at Histadrut headquarters. She told me of 
clandestine mail she has been receiving from 
across the borders from Arab women who seek 
her counsel. 

Israeli policy may lean towards conservatism 
but the ban on child marriages, extended to the 
Moslem population, and the introduction of co- 
education for Arabs was anything but timorous 
conduct. 

Not so many years ago Israelis used to tell 
a joke about Hashomer Hatzair and the Bedouin 
kibbutz. Hashomer Hatzair—so the story goes— 
once set out to convert the sheikh of a Bedouin 
tribe that had pitched its tents near their kibbutz. 
He was at first impervious to their arguments. 
Then one day, at the end of a long harangue, he 
raised his hand and bid them to silence. Indeed, 
he was ready to set up a kibbutz, he said, but 
where would an impoverished Bedouin tribe ob- 
tain the wherewithal? The kibbutzniks were up 
to the occasion. Within an hour they had loaned 
him a tractor, a truckload of farm implements 
and several cows. That night they slept the 
sleep of the just, for had they not made history 
that day? At the crack of dawn they crossed 
the fields to witness the stirring sight of Bedouins 
rising to kibbutz chores. The fog hung low over 
the countryside and the kibbutzniks were sure 
they had lost their way. When the sun broke 
upon the land the truth finally broke upon them: 
the nomads had absconded with their gifts. 

Times have changed and the cooperative idea 
is catching on among the Arabs. The Lydda 
region has several farm cooperatives. One third 
of the population of Majdal are members of co- 
operatives. Private and cooperative enterprise 
are bitter rivals. In several cases the former vil- 
lage elders muscled in and tried to seize control. 
The Israeli authorities intervened. 

The wall of segregation that had stood be- 
tween the Jews and the Arabs in Palestine in 
mandatory days has begun to crumble. In Acre 
and other ancient Arab towns now settled by 
Eastern European immigrants there are close re- 
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lations between Arab and Jew not without over- 
tones of humor. I have heard a new jargon cre- 
ated. A Jewish woman addressed an Arab young- 
ster as ““Abdalah’le”; an Arab waiter offered me 
a “pita” and called it “mamaliga,” and near 
Beer Sheba an Arab arrainged for repeated smug- 


gling addressed the military presiding officer as 
““REB Seren.” 


Axticutate Arabs will recite a long bill cf 

particulars against the Israeli government. 
They will tell you that Arab villages have been 
paid less for their produce than Jewish settle- 
ments. This clumsy discrimination resulted 
from a government attempt to compensate the 
Jewish farm community for its greater produc- 
tion costs and to reduce the astounding amount 
of Israel money hoarded by the Arabs and smug- 
gled beyond the country’s borders. Under new 
arrangement the Arabs will obtain the prevailing 
price but some of the money will be diverted 
into the village treasury for civic improvement. 


Israeli soldiers have sometimes been less than 
reverential in their raids on Arab villages sus- 
pected of harboring infiltrees from across the 
border. However the Israeli press has been first 
to score the army’s conduct in such cases. The 
Arab communist member of Kuesseth rose one 
day to ask “why, if the Arab has been granted 
full equality, is he barred from service in the 
Israeli army?” The reply is obvious: so long as 
Israel is still in a state of war with the Arab 
states, the Israeli Arab, by and large, enjoys an 
ambiguous status—he is both citizen and enemy 
alien. 


Arab trade unionists, non-Communists, re- 
cently spoke on the subject before a forum ar- 
ranged by the Haifa branch of Mapai youth. 
One of the Arab speakers warned Mapai and the 
government for their indeterminate and contra- 
dictory policy. “I wish to tell you some simple 
truths,” he said. ““We Arabs want to be loyal 
and equal citizens, but are proud of our race and 
shall repudiate and resent suggestions that we as- 
similate. I was your foe two years ago, and 
would have shot anyone of you on sight. I later 
became reconciled to realities and have even en- 
tertained hopes with regard to the Israeli-Arab 
relationship. You have done little, and in drib- 
lets. We are rapidly becoming disillusioned. Our 
young are impetuous and sensitive. It may not 
be too late, but it certainly is very late. You 
must abandon your vaccilation.” 


Avraham Sharon, an Israeli writer who con- 
cedes that he is “ta voice in the wilderness,” has 
recently complained that even irredentist Herut 
(former Irgun) has endorsed “‘the policy of Arab 
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first, of coddling and pampering them.” }, 
cited the case of the school semester in 1949, 
Jewish schools opened late because of a lack of 
funds. Arab schools, however, opened on sched. 
ule thanks to the government’s special concern, 
“By all means,” he said, “give the Arabs fyjj 
equality before the law. But remember that they 
are a potential Sudeten population and there. 
fore try to arrange an exchange of population 
so as to keep their numbers down.” His is a small 
voice against a mighty chorus in the Hebrew 
press which urges the government to increas 
its efforts in behalf of the Arabs. The theme is; 
we must show the world how Jews deal with 
minority groups. Our exemplary conduct will 
be eloquent retaliation for centuries of persecv- 
tion. The Hebrew press anticipates Arab griey- 
ances and articulates them even before their 
spokesman do. A small extremist sabra clique has 
become so thoroughly converted to pan-semi- 
tism that it speaks of “foreign Jews” and “Arab 
brothers.” 


Nonetheless, the issue should not be oversim- 
plified. Arab-Israeli relations depend on more 
than Jewish goodwill. An Israeli journalist re- 
cently stood outside a schoolhouse in a town 
within the once “notorious triangle.” It was from 
this region that the Mufti recruited his zealot- 
assassins. There is hardly an Arab in the area 
who has not in some way been connected with 
the Mufti terror. The hour was late afternoon 
and the classes were being let out. The Israeli 
watched the children disperse, homeward-bound, 
with books under their arms. This, he remi- 
nesced, is the result of Israel’s obligatory educa- 
tion law. This school is Israeli-maintained. This 
scene is multiplied in scores of Arab villages 
throughout the land. If not for Israel these 
youngsters, like their fathers, would pass through 
life with “x” for a signature. And he added 
that as he watched them tramp away down the 
road, he wondered: Would they grow up to 
appreciate or to resent, to reciprocate or to 
retaliate? 
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Israel's Arabs Discuss Themselves 


by Shulamwith Schwartz 


- ARAB literate in New York who have seen 
copies of Al-Yom, the Jaffa Arab daily, will 
tell you that it is a remarkably well edited and 
well written Arabic newspaper. Though it is 
edited by a Jew, Michael Asaph (formerly editor 
of Hagigat Al-Amr, published by the Histadrut 
for Arab workers for more than a decade), it 
is the organ of Israel’s Arab minority, giving 
them what seems to be an uncensored opportu- 
nity to express their views. That such freedom 
israther exceptional among Arab papers, is clear- 
ly indicated by the length of time Arabic ed- 
itors spend in the jails of various Middle East 
countries. 

Recent issues of Al-Yom have featured an 
extensive panel discussion of the Arab minority’s 
status in Israel. The participants were Mr. Asaph 
who expressed the viewpoint of the Israeli gov- 
ernment; Muhammad Nemr Al-Hawari, nation- 
alist leader of the Mandatory period, during 
which time he was head of a militant Arab youth 
organization opposed to the ex-Mufti as well as 
to the Zionists; and Elias Kusa, a Christian law- 
yer from Haifa, in which city a large part of 
the Melchite Arab Christian community, fol- 
lowing the example of one of its wealthy leaders, 
Mr. Khayat, did not join the wartime Arab ex- 
odus from Palestine. A fourth writer joined the 
discussion at the end and added a rather interest- 
ing note: a school teacher named Fouad Elia 
Saaid, he speaks with the leftist accent character- 
istic of the thinking of much of the remaining 
Arab population in Israel. 


Al-Hawari’s attitude is the most bitter and 
the most antagonistic to Israel. He is, after all, 
if not a man without a country, at least a man 
almost without a community. There are no 
longer hundreds of thousands of Arab peasants 
and workers for him to lead and represent. He 
isan Arab nationalist leader without a following. 
The Christian lawyer from Haifa strikes a much 
more moderate tone, for his situation and his 
community’s are completely different. It is true 
that there were 150,000 Christians in the Pales- 
tine of the Mandate and only some 50,000 to 
60,000 in Israel of today, but 50,000 or 60,000 
Christians out of a total Arabic-speaking popu- 
lation of 170,000 have far more strength and 
importance than the community of 150,000 
Christians had among a million Arabs. Living 
among a large and hostile Moslem majority was in 
many ways more trying and more dangerous 
than living under a democratic Jewish govern- 


ment which realizes how critically the Christian 
world watches its treatment of Arabic-speaking 
Christians. 

The Arab minority in Israel, according to Al- 
Hawari, is discontented. The Arabs are not 
treated as equals. The majority of them would 
like to leave Israel. They force themselves to 
stay there because it is their sacred national duty 
to do so and because the graves of their ancestors 
are in the land. How can they be satisfied in a 
country dominated by the Socialist principles 
of Mapai and Mapam, and how can they per- 
mit their children to be educated in the schools 
provided by the Israel government—schools so 
alien to their spirit and co-educational to boot? 
When the second round between Israel and the 
Arab countries comes—and Hawari is sure that 
it will come, though not immediately—the Arabs 
of Israel will vot side with Israel. 


Mr. Kusa disagrees with Hawari on every 
point, including the inevitability of the second 
round. Talk of the second round is irresponsible 
and senseless, he maintains. The Arab govern- 
ments are wise enough never to threaten one, and, 
besides, even if they should wish to fight, they 
are so dependent upon Britain and America that 
they would never be free to start hostilities. Fun- 
damentally, there is no national consciousness 
among the masses in any of the Arab countries. 
It is to be hoped that the government of Israel 
does not agree with Mr. Asaph, the editor of 
Al-Yom, who seems to believe in a future second 
round. Certainly, the Arabs of Israel hope with 
all their hearts for peace between Israel and the 
Arab states. And they can understand the ob- 
stacles in the way of the return of the Arab 
refugees to Israel. Mr. Kusa himself has often 
expressed himself publicly in favor of the refu- 
gees remaining as citizens in the Arab lands. 
The many changes which have taken place in 
Israel since their flight makes their return neither 
logical nor practical. 

It is true that the Israeli Arabs complain 
about many things, but so do the Israeli Jews. 
That is what Al-Hawari does not understand. 
There are restrictions in Israel today and gov- 
ernment measures that are hard for both Jews 
and Arabs to take, but, despite all that, the 
Jews of Israel are loyal to their country and 
do not wish to leave it. And so are the Arabs 
loyal citizens, ready and eager to remain in Is- 
rael. All that the Arabs ask for is to be treated 
on terms of absolute equality, as befits a real 
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democracy like Israel. “We want equal duties 
and equal rights.” That means the end of the 
curfews and of the need for special travel per- 
mits which now restrict the freedom and move- 
ment of Arabs and, in fact, lessen their agricul- 
tural productivity—so sorely needed in Israel to- 
day. And what about the overlong delays in 
granting the promised ration cards to Arab 
villagers who were given none to begin with be- 
cause it was wrongly assumed that their own 
produce would keep them adequately fed? Ad- 
ministrative red tape is no excuse for starving 
human beings. 

“If we complain,” Mr. Kusa sums up his case, 
“we do so in the spirit of truth and sincerity, 
and our only aim is to strengthen the brotherly 
ties between Jews and Arabs in Israel.” 

Mr. Asaph counsels patience. Israeli Arabs 
should not expect all rights and privileges at 
once. They should remember how much prog- 
ress has already been made. The emergency re- 
strictions have been abolished in Haifa, Jaffa 
and other towns. Local councils have been es- 
tablished and democratic elections to choose 
their members have been carried out in many 
Arab villages. Freedom of speech, assembly and 
organization is limited only in danger zones. 
Arabs are treated as equals with regard to 
rations. Some Arab civil servants have been re- 
instated in their jobs; other Arabs have been 
appointed to new posts. Special courses are given 
to train additional teachers needed in the Arab 
elementary schools, fifty-four new graduates 
having just been placed. In general, progress is 
constantly being made, even if it is slow. 

If Mr. Asaph refutes the mild Kusa rather 
mildly, Fouad Elia Saaid, the teacher who volun- 
teers his opinion on Hawari, is agitated and bit- 
ter in the extreme. Hawari, he says, expresses the 
attitude of the Arab bourgeoisie who resent the 
moderate Socialism of the Israeli government 
because it keeps them from exploiting the poor 
Arabs, as they used to do. It is natural for 
Hawari to call the Arabs who cooperate with 
Histadrut “lunatic fools’—he is the kind of 
aristocrat who doesn’t like the masses, doesn’t 
believe in them and wants to forget that the 
future will be built upon them. His real reason 
for objecting to compulsory education for Is- 
raeli Arabs is that he fears that students graduat- 
ing from those schools will believe in coopera- 
tion between Jews and Arabs and will no longer 
sing songs of hate and racial prejudice. He does 
not want Jews and Arabs to live in peace with 
each other, and that is why he insists that the 
Arabs wish to leave Israel. This is a new form 
of the poisonous old propaganda lie that the two 
nations cannot co-exist harmoniously. 
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By The Rivers of Babylon We Weep 


THE BACKGROUND OF THE JEWISH EXODUS FROM IRAQ 


by J. 


we IRAQI Jewish community is one of the 
oldest in the world, but it is probably true 
that the bitterest days in its long exile have been 
those of these last two years—the prelude to its 
termination. We can trace our troubles in con- 
siderable measure back to the Nazis, for the 
fanatic Moslem Youth Organization of Iraq 
was organized in 1934 under Nazi influence. The 
Nazis intensified and systematized the latent 
anti-Semitism in Iraq, and, as the measure of 
their success, we may point to the virulence of 
one of their disciples, a former member of the 
Moslem Youth Organization, Fadhil Jamali, 
Iraq’s delegate to the United Nations. 


In 1941, it will be remembered, Rashid Ali, 
a collaborator of the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, 
overthrew the government of Iraq and set up 
a pro-Nazi regime intended to serve as the base 
for German conquest of the Middle East. The 
Jews of Iraq then had a taste of Nazi brutality. 
On Shevuoth, 1200 Jews were killed in the 
course of a single day. They were buried in a 
mass grave on the outskirts of Baghdad. The 
anniversary of that pogrom has ever since been 
commemorated as a day of mourning by the 
Jews of Baghdad. 


Rashid Ali’s regime was overthrown by the 
British and things went back to “normal” for 
the Jews. The period of quiet lasted as long as 
the British occupation of the Middle East during 
the war, but at the end of 1945 anti-Jewish 
rioting began again and it was clear that a large 
and powerful group in the country was bent on 
confiscating Jewish property and persecuting 
the Jews in every way. The politicians, like Nuri 
Said, who relied upon Britain for support, were 
less violent and more urbane in their attitude 
but they went out of power after the Iraqi par- 
liament refused to ratify the Portsmouth Treaty 
with Britain. The rise of the anti-British group 
preceded the Palestine war by only some months 
—and the persecution and dispossession of the 
Jews began then and became ever more intense. 
Visiting Palestinian Moslems publicly exhorted 
the Iraqi Moslems to kill the Jews wherever they 
were, “‘and if their heads fall upon the crowd,” 
cried one, “crush them with your feet, burn 
them and you will thus find favor with Allah.” 
TTT 


The writer, who is Iraqi-born and bred, left Iraq several 
months ago. 


Tragi 


The teachers throughout the schools of the coun- 
try incited their pupils against the Jews. Jews 
were forbidden to buy or sell property. 


Expropriation of wealthy Jews became the 
order of the day. The case of Shafiq Addis and 
his death in September 1948 will probably be 
remembered. He was Iraq’s wealthiest Jew— 
probably the country’s outstanding businessman 
and the Ford Motor Company agent in Baghdad. 
He and two other Jews owned 30 per cent of 
a very large import-export firm, the other 70 
per cent being controlled by Moslems. They 
purchased surplus British war material and uni- 
forms by special permit from the Iraqi Govern- 
ment. Under this permit the firm, with Addis 
acting as liaison, sold most of the surplus goods 
to an Italian firm. 


It seems to be a fact that neither Addis nor 
any of his partners asked, knew or cared what 
the Italian firm was going to do with the ma- 
terial it bought. It was discovered, however, 
that the Italian firm was Jewish-owned and was 
apparently selling its purchases to the Haganah. 
Addis’ Jewish partners heard a rumor to that 
effect and fled to Iran. As for Addis, he was 
flattered by an invitation to dine at the home 
of an army general, where immediately after 
the meal he was seized and thrown into prison 
(a fine example of the famous Arab hospitality). 
His trial lasted four days; a Moslem youth 
demonstration was organized to ask for his death 
and though three leading Moslem lawyers offered 
to defend him, the Government warned them in 
the strongest terms not to do so. Of course Addis 
was convicted of high treason. He was allowed 
to see his wife for half an hour the night before 
his execution. His awareness of his Jewishness 
had been quite weak all along—he contributed 
to Jewish religious and philanthropic causes, but 
that was about all. That last night suddenly he 
saw himself in Jewish historic terms—he said 
to his wife, “I hope I am the sacrifice for the 
people of Israel.” 


Moslems were brought from all over Iraq to 
see the execution and they spat at him and 
stoned him while his body was hanging on the 
gallows which had been erected in front of his 
own home. His entire fortune of about twenty 
million dollars was expropriated. The Moslem 
members of his firm were not molested! 
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[MMeEp1iaTELy after Addis’ death the reign of 

terror against Jews began. With the excep- 
tion of a few indispensable experts, practically 
all Jews in government and public services were 
dismissed: that meant there were no Jews any 
more in schools, railroads, customs, the post 
office, the telegraph and telephone companies. 
In Baghdad, Basra and Mosul, Jews were seized 
on the streets or at home. Sometimes there was 
some trumped-up charge; often there was none. 
Usually the arrests were in the morning, and the 
trial and sentence in the afternoon. There were 
20,000 Jews in Basra when these arrests began. 
Today there are probably twenty families left. 
The young people fled to Iran whenever they had 
a chance. One day 800 Jews were seized, among 
them an old man of eighty who had received a 
letter from his son in Israel. That was his crime, 
and he died soon after in prison. So did a Jew- 
ish woman pharmacist whose competitor was a 
Moslem. She was seized on the street, beaten to 
a bloody pulp, sentenced to three years in prison 
and a $40,000 fine. 

The Jews of Baghdad drank the cup of bitter- 
ness to the full. Nuri Said returned to the pre- 
miership (January, 1949) and immediately had 
a law passed making the death penalty manda- 
tory for anyone accused of being a Zionist or 
a Communist. At least 1,200 young men were 
seized and imprisoned or executed. Three boys 
in their twenties were first jailed for three weeks 
on charges of Communism and then hanged as 
Communists! When their bodies were taken 
down and prepared for burial, signs of medieval 
torture were painfully evident — burned flesh, 
lash marks, torn out toenails and fingernails. 

A detention camp at Abugreb near Baghdad 
was hastily constructed especially for the con- 
finement and torture of Jewish prisoners who 
were held there until they were sentenced to 
prison terms. The cells at Abugreb are so nar- 
row that the prisoner must stand in one posi- 
tion: he cannot turn around, and the mud and 
slime reach to his waist. The camp is near a 
river and there is a large fish-market nearby. 
The buyers and sellers in the fish-market—Mos- 
lems all—heard the cries of children and adults 
being tortured at all hours of day and night. It 
reached such a point that one day the market 
was the scene of a strange demonstration. A 
Moslem fishmonger and his customers began to 
cry aloud, pleading with everyone present to 
help stop the terror. They shouted that there 
was no longer justice or mercy or government 
in the land and that even Allah, the Merciful, 
seemed to have become deaf. 

In Al-Amara, on the Day of Atonement in 
1949, 150 soldiers surrounded the synagogue and 
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seized ten men who were praying, wrapped in 
their prayer shawls. The charge was that each 
had the Star of David on his ¢alith! Four of the 
ten were wealthy men and were fined $20,009 
each and jailed for a short time, while the othe; 
six were sentenced to two or three years each, 

In Baghdad on the first day of Succoth a great 
number of boys between sixteen and twenty. 
five were seized at home or on the streets, and 
taken to a place of confinement where they were 
spread-eagled, lashed and seated on a hot metal 
chair until they “confessed” to being Zionists, 
It became customary to pick up and torture 
youngsters. One boy in his teens was walking 
to school with his books. One dropped and 
opened. It was printed in Hebrew, a book of the 
Bible. That was reason enough for the boy to 
be seized by the C.I.D. He was beaten till he 
became unconscious and then sent to prison for 
two years. 

As far as I know, there are still over 700 
youngsters between sixteen and twenty years of 
age in Iraqi jails—out of a total of 10,000 Jew- 
ish prisoners. 


HE YOUTH struck back in the only way it 
could. The Zionist underground was 
strengthened and it succeeded in getting great 
numbers of young people across the borders to 
Iran, whence they emigrate to Israel. Nor was it 
only youth that responded. The Chief Rabbi 
of one of the districts bordering on Iran was a 
man of eighty-two. Whenever the C.I.D. caught 
young Jews whom it suspected of attempting 
to flee the country, the Rabbi interceded and 
vouched for the young people’s future behavior. 
They were released on his say-so—and then 
smuggled across the order. Finally, one day the 
C.I.D. confronted the Rabbi with a list of eighty 
names of youths whom he had vouched for and 
who were no longer in the country. They de- 
manded that the Rabbi tell them the whereabouts 
of the eighty. He refused to answer, was seized 
and tortured by being exposed naked to the 
burning Iraqi sun for eight hours daily. After 
five days of this treatment, the old man was 
cbviously on the point of death. But he never 
spoke. He was taken to a Jewish hospital where 
he died, still silent, two days later. 

Jewish property was expropriated right and 
left. Fifty to a hundred Jewish homes were 
raided daily. If, as often happened, the owners 
were not home, they were sentenced to death in 
absentia and all their property confiscated. Two 
pro-Nazi newspapers, Al-Yaqzat and Al-Istiqlal, | 
made a practice day after day of printing the | 
name of a rich Jew, giving his address and in- | 
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formation about his wealth and property. In- | 
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variably, the next day that Jew was beaten and 
imprisoned—or worse. 


What happened to one of Iraq’s wealthy Jews, 
Aharon Moshe, was typical. He was president 
of the Iraqi-Jordan Transport Company, of 
which he owed 60 per cent. A leading Nazi poli- 
tician had demanded a share in the company 
and Moshe had refused. The politican now 
found a way to avenge himself. Moshe owned 
the largest theater in Baghdad; a newsreel shown 
there contained a picture of Stalin. Moshe was 
convicted of Communism and exiled to a ma- 
larial swamp district. He was kept there for a 
year without medical attention. After his Mos- 
lem partner interceded for him, he was freed 
on condition that he sign a paper waiving all 
rights to his property, money and home. He 
was left penniless and ill. 


It was quite normal for policemen to rob Jews. 
An assistant commissioner of police once needed 


600 pounds to pay his gambling debts. 
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“Give 
me four policemen and ten minutes,” said his 
sergeant. He went out into the street with the 
four men and arrested two Jewish passers-by. 
After a week of torture they were told they 
would be released on payment of 300 pounds 
each. Somehow they raised the money and were 
released. The gambling debts were paid. 

Iraqi Jews have had to learn to be quiet and 
submissive to authority. But even they turned 
at last on their Chief Rabbi—submissive instru- 
ment of the government that he was. In order to 
force the recalcitrant Chief Rabbi to protest to 
the gcvernment, the Jews of Baghdad—4000 of 
them—organized a demonstration of protest 
against him in November, 1949. Police beat 
many demonstrators and even killed one. But 
the point had been made. The government’s 
decision soon after to allow Jewish emigration 
to Israel was not unrelated to the passionate 
violence of the demonstration. 


The Arabs Who Stayed 


by Mordecai S. Chertoff 


So much attention has been paid to the 
plight of the Arab refugees and so much en- 
ergy is being expended in attempts to alleviate 
it that the situation of the Arabs who did not 
flee while Israel was being born has been almost 
completely overlooked. 


Education 


The country-wide census of November, 1948, 
showed an Arab population of 69,000, with an 
additional estimated 10,000 who had not regis- 
tered. The Arab population today is estimated 
at about 172,000 in the following categories: 


aaa aoe 115,000 
REE eee Ree arene 15,000 
Christians on... 42,000 

172,000 


Against this background the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation has had to develop and administer a 
comprehensive educational program for the 
Arabs. It was decided to expand the existing 
Arab school system rather than try to fit the 
Arabs into the Jewish system for two reasons: 
Jewish education is divided into four currents 
based on religious and/or political differences, 
and it was felt that compelling the Arabs to 
OVUANONAAUUNDONDONUOUODONDONDOOYDENSUOUOOUOUEUESOAUOCCOUETEOUOCUEETEUUEEEEEEE 


Mordecai S. Chertoff was for years a member of the staff 
of the Palestine Post and has served as United Nations Corres- 
pondent of Hador, Tel Aviv daily newspaper. 


choose a particular orientation from among these 
currents would be discriminatory. 

The first schools were opened in Jaffa in Sep- 
tember, 1948 where in the absence of a local 
civilian authority (the area was still under a 
Military Governor) it was necessary to retain 
management and control in Government hands. 
With the incorporation of Jaffa into the new 
Jaffa-Tel Aviv Municipality, the school there 
will come under the direction of the Jaffa-Tel 
Aviv Municipal authorities. In Haifa, the Mu- 
nicipal Council was functioning, and the Arab 
school there was treated from the first like any 
municipal school. 

Coeducation was introduced. Out of 83 Arab 
schools reported opening early this year only 14 
are not coeducational. The only objections arose 
from the Druze community, and where there 
were objections separate schocls are maintained. 
In most cases, Moslem and Christian Arabs did 
not object as long as there was at least one Arab 
woman teacher on the staff, and so almost of 
itself the mixing of staffs developed, an innova- 
tion in Arab education second only to the intro- 
duction of coeducation. A third important in- 
novation was the abolition of corporal punish- 
ment. 

The greatest problem has been the shortage 
of teachers, in addition to the lack of facilities 
(textbooks, buildings, furniture, etc.). In Jaffa 
only one out of 125 teachers remained after the 
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Arab exodus; in Ramleh and Lydda—2; in 
Haifa, out of 46—only one. Only in Nazareth, 
which had been comparatively untouched by 
the war, this problem did not exist and school 
staffs there and in the neighboring villages were 
found intact. To alleviate the shortage, a seven- 
month course for teachers was held in 1950. 
More than 50 men and women participated. 
The rule barring married women from teach- 
ing has been rescinded, and many of the 
married teachers who had been compelled 
to resign during the Mandatory regime have 
resumed teaching. It is worth pointing out 
that not only was the problem acute quantita- 
ively, but that most of the teachers available 
were very poorly prepared for their profession. 
Out of 330 Arab teachers during the school year 
1949-50, only half a dozen had more than a 
secondary education, while fully one half had 
not even finished secondary school. In the 
Spring of 1950 there were 76 schools (of which 
10 were in towns and 66 in villages) and 345 
teachers: 


Men Women Total 
Jews 16 5 21 
Moslems 144 19 163 
Christians 100 45 145 
Druze 13 — 13 
Bahai 1 2 3 
Total 274 71 345 


The latest figures for October, 1950 are: 90 
schools; 460 teachers appointed and another 170 
due for appointment; and almost 25,000 pupils 
enrolled (boys—16,000; girls—8,600). Since 
the number of Arab children of school age is 
not yet known, the percentage of attendance 
cannot be safely calculated. 


The Law prescribes compulsory education up 
to the age of 13. From 14 to 17, attendance at 
evening courses is compulsory for those who 
have not finished an elementary eight-year edu- 
cation. A ninth grade is being added to schools 
where there is a need for it and parents are will- 
ing to pay the fees. (Free compulsory education 
includes only the elementary grades.) 

Preparations are being made for an adult-ed- 
ucation program, including lectures, classes, 
tours of the country, publication of a periodi- 
cal, etc. 

Over and above all the difficulties arising from 
lack of personnel, facilities, and means, there is 
another very serious problem: that of general 
aims. Besides the very limited objective of liter- 
acy and general cultural attainments, every edu- 
cational program is essentially political in na- 
ture. Even religious schools, devoted to en- 
couragement of the religion of the sponsors of 
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the school are basically political. In state oy 
public schools the ideal is usually patriotism o, 
nationalism. If patriotism is not introduced dj. 
rectly, it finds its way in surreptitiously (as jt 
did in the Arab schools under the Mandate, 
where the patriotism or nationalism that crept 
in was not Palestinian but oriented to the Arab 
countries). The problem is, what kind of na. 
tionalism can be introduced or tolerated in the 
Arab schools? 

The Arab teachers’ course in Jaffa last year 
revealed a strong irredentist movement among 
the Arab youth, buttressed by the most ingeni- 
ous rationalizations of the defeat of the Arab 
armies. Israeli patriotism is based on a tradition 
not shared by the Arabs who think of Israel as q 
Jewish state where they can have, at best, equal 
rights and privileges, but where they must, logi- 
cally, remain strangers to Jewish nationalism, 
Refuge of the Arabs in a nationalist-irredentism 
of their own is a natural and an ever-present 
danger. How to meet this danger is a question 
to which there is yet no answer. 


Employment 


Of the potential urban Arab working force 
of 12,000 wage earners only 500 were unem- 
ployed in October, 1950. Eight thousand are 
permanently employed in industry, quarries, 
service trades, government and teaching, while 
3,500 have found seasonal employment in pub- 
lic works projects and as agricultural hired hands. 
(These figures do not include Arab farmers 
whose farms are not large enough to keep them 
permanently employed, and who consequently 
seek seasonal employment during part of the 
year, nor does it include the Bedouins in the 
Negev.) In Nazareth only 40 out of 2,500 po- 
tential wage-earners are currently unemployed. 

Arab skilled laborers receive the same wage as 
Jews. Unskilled workers who, under the Man- 
date, received only 40 per cent of what unskilled 
Jewish labor earned, today earn 85-90 percent 
of the wage of unskilled Jewish laborers. 

A General Arab Labor Exchange, which in- 
cludes the three politically opposed Arab parties 
(Nazareth Democrats, Arab People’s Party, 
Arab Workers’ Bloc) has been opened in Naza- 
reth, and is functioning successfully. A second 
exchange is to be opened soon in Jaffa. While 
about 100 former Government officials in Naz- 
areth have found employment during the past 
year in local Government offices, the re-employ- 
ment of ex-mandatory officials remains a serious 
problem: many of them are unable to take up 
other trades or professions. 

A new trend in the Arab economy is the de- 
velopment of cooperatives. Since the establish- 
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ment of Israel 41 Arab cooperatives have been 
founded. Thirty of these belong to the Arab 
Workers’ League (affiliated with the Histadrut) , 
while the remaining 11 belong to the Communal 
Arab Workers’ Trade Union Congress. 

More than 700 families earn their living in 
these cooperatives which include retail shops, 
small carpentry and locksmith workshops, fish- 
ing, tobacco growing and the marketing of agri- 
cultural produce. 


Welfare 


During the Mandatory period normal welfare 
work among the Arabs of Palestine was carried 
out in part by the Mandatory Government, but 
in the main by Christian bodies—missions and 
convents. The Arab flight from Israel included 
all of the Arab social workers except one (who 
remained in Nazareth), and the Ministry of So- 
cial Welfare had to recruit an entirely new staff, 
mainly from among Jewish welfare workers with 
a knowledge of Arabic. The main offices of the 
Social Welfare Department are in Jaffa-Tel Aviv. 
Haifa and Jerusalem. In addition, branches have 
been opened in Nazareth, Acre, Ramleh, Lydda 
and Migdal-Gad, and two regional offices serve 
37 villages in Western Galilee and 30 villages in 
Eastern Galilee. Fourteen social workers, aided 
by technical staffs, are now devoting themselves 
to the care of the Arab population, to which 
the Ministry is applying a budget of $9,000 
monthly. A special training course was conduc- 
ted last year to help fill the gap in social work- 
ers; two Arab men and four women participat- 
ed. A similar course is planned for the near 
future. A major step toward staffing the Arab 
welfare service with Arabs has been taken with 
the appointment of a senior Arab national pro- 
bationary officer, preparatory to the establish- 
ment of the first Arab juvenile courts in Jaffa 
and Nazareth. 

In their flight thousands of Arab refugees 
abandoned their families, and the number of so- 
cial cases was consequently inordinately high. It 
included widows, abandoned children, the old 
and the needy. It also included what might be 
called “local” refugees—Arabs who had fled 
their own villages or towns and taken refuge in 
one of the Arab centers within the State of Is- 
rael. In addition to these Arabs there are 
thousands of others who have been repatriated by 
the Government of Israel in its efforts to reunite 
Arab families, wherever possible, without en- 
dangering the security of the State. 

Preliminary work of the Ministry included 
general relief—distribution of food, clothing 
and medical supplies—and care of pregnant wo- 
men and babies. The Ministry runs school kitch- 


19 


ens which cater to more than 3,500 pupils. Hot 
meals are served to 1,500 pupils, while with the 
products supplied by the United Nations Inter- 
national Children’s Emergency Fund and supple- 
mented by the Government of Israel another 
2,000 pupils receive a daily lunch. In addition, 
hundreds of pregnant women and infants are 
provided with daily food rations in coordination 
with the above-mentioned U.N. agency. 

For the aged and the indigent the Ministry 
maintains homes in Ramleh and Lydda, while 
in cooperation with Bishop G. Hakim, a two- 
story house has been engaged at Acre, for use 
as a home for the aged. A number of children 
are under care in the Jerusalem Hospital for 
Crippled Children. 

Rehabilitation courses for the blind have been 
organized in Acre and Nazareth, including a 
dressmaking course; a needle-work shop in Jaffa 
is kept busy with orders from Wizo (Women’s 
International Zionist Organization). 

Local councils are being organized to assume 
as much of the burden as possible. Thus for the 
first time in the history of Nazareth the munici- 
pality has set aside $6,000 for welfare work and 
a municipal commission under the Mayor has 
been set up. In Kfar Yassif in Galilee, where 
a local committee has been set up by the villagers 
and a budget provided, the social service bureau 
is headed by a woman, a native of the village, 
who graduated the Ministry’s Haifa course. 

A countrywide census is now being taken to 
define more accurately the social needs of Is- 
rael’s Arabs, and to facilitate the meeting of 
those needs. 


Health 


The Israel Government has assumed financial 
responsibility for the maintenance of full medi- 
cal services among the Arabs, but local inhabit- 
ants participate in the cost of the clinics where 
possible. Six months ago there were 28 special 
clinics of which eight were in urban areas; the 
rest were scattered throughout the areas of Arab 
population concentration. General clinics are al- 
so available to the Arabs (as they were even un- 
der the Mandatory regime). In addition to these 
clinics there are a number of mobile units serv- 
ing the Bedouins in the Negev and Arabs in the 
Acre and Galilee areas. 

Hospitalization was provided for all afflicted 
with contagious diseases, in most cases at no cost. 
The whole Arab population has been vaccinated 
against smallpox, and almost all have received 
anti-typhus-and-typhoid injections. The anti- 
malarial campaign has been concentrated in the 
Arab areas, and whole districts and complete 
villages have been D.D.T.’d. 
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Mother-and-child care has been restricted by 
the shortage of nurses, and the Department is 
planning nurses-training courses for women of 
the minority groups. Medical service in the 
schools is being expanded, and at present in- 
cludes the Arab schools in Jaffa, Haifa, Ramleh, 
Lydda, Acre and Migdal-Gad—more than 4,000 
pupils. Government physicians visit some 30 
Arab schools in villages where they are respon- 
sible for the health of an additional 6,000 pupils. 

In addition to the 50 patients in the Govern- 
ment Mental Hospital who have been there since 
the days of the Mandate, the Department has 
hospitalized scores of mentally ill at Government 
expense. 

The Ministry of Health employs 52 Arabs, 
among them four doctors, 12 nurses, six male 
nurses, clerks, etc. 


The main problem faced by this Department 
has been one of expansion and intensification, a 
problem gradually being solved as trained per- 
sonnel becomes available. 


Religion 


The “Supreme Moslem Shari’a Council” was 
established by the Mandatory regime in 1921, 
to administer and control the Moslem Awgaf 
(religious endowments; singular—Wagqf) and 
approve their annual budgets, to nominate, and 
appoint the Kadis of the Shari’a courts, and to 
appoint Muftis (highest religious officials) from 
among candidates selected by the Special Elec- 
toral College, subject to the approval of the Man- 
datory power. The Mufti of Jerusalem, appoint- 
ed to office for life, was also permanent President 
of the Supreme Moslem Council. 

In addition to the administration of religious 
funds and institutions, the Moslem officials had 
complete jurisdiction in all matters concerning 
the personal status (marriage, divorce, inherit- 
ance, etc.) of the Moslem population of Palestine. 

Israel has not reinstituted the Supreme Moslem 
Council, which had functioned as an extremely 
vociferous anti-Jewish body. It has, however, 
revitalized the Moslem court system and seen to 
the appointment of religious officials who are 
paid by the Government. Today there are 150 
Moslem officials including 4 kadis (judges) ; 67 
imams (religious teachers) and 45 muezzins 
(who call the faithful to prayer). The Govern- 
ment also maintains four Shari’a courts and 70 
mesques. The Government of Israel has also 
taken upon itself the continuation and further- 
ance of the maintenance of Holy Places—Mos- 
lem as well as Christian—which have been re- 
paired where necessary, and are being maintained 
by Government agencies. 
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Prospects 


Very much to the point in assessing what Jj. 
rael has already done to justify her claim of 
equal treatment of her Arab citizens is the fac 
that complete integration is made difficult by 
the Arabs themselves. Many of them doubt the 
permanence of Israel and fear retribution op 
the part of a possible “successor” Arab govern. 
ment. At the same time there are elements with. 
in the Arab community working actively for 
the downfall of the State. On the economic 
front, the steady stream of immigrants converg. 
ing on Israel from all over the world, constitute 
a progressively complicating factor. But as the 
State moves slowly toward economic stability, 
and as the neighboring Arab states become recon- 
ciled to its existence and sign peace treaties with 
Israel, the economic problems and psychological 
barriers inhibiting the full integration of Israel’s 
Arabs are likely to diminish. 
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JULIUS H. HIRSCH, Promotion Manager 
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Make Them Cry! 


NOTES OF A FUND RAISER 
by Marie Syrkin 


HE VARIOUS worthy causes which I have been 

associated with in the course of the years have 
had one thing in common: they were always in 
need of funds. Affluent causes may exist some- 
where, but I can recall no publication, institu- 
tion, social project or political group with which 
Lever had any dealings which did not require 
an immediate cash transfusion to keep it from 
expiring. If it was a new enterprise, it had to 
be enabled to take its first hopeful steps. Con- 
sequently, I have often been requisitioned to 
expound a crisis. 

Once upon a time the technique for gaining 
support was comparatively simple. I remember 
the remote days when sympathizers or disciples 
would gather at a meeting and a comrade passed 
a hat, or a blue-and-white box. Sometimes a 
more energetic individual would make a list of 
the “paper” donations, starting with an impres- 
sive dollar bill. The clink of dimes and quarters 
would be set going by earnest remarks, not few 
but heart-felt. Whether it was bail for Eugene 
Debs or a Workers’ Fund to redeem the Emek, 
comprehensive ideological exegesis would be the 
sole requirement to start the trickle of coins 
and promises. Usually, the enlightenment would 
be supplied by on-the-spot talent. If a guest 
speaker was imported, assuming that the coach- 
fare could be raised, he would generally spend 
the night in a bed hospitably shared by a local 
enthusiast. 

Sometimes, at intimate gatherings, a glass of 
tea and sponge cake would be served. Once in 
a great while, some imaginative spirit, fired by 
the wonders of private initiative, would under- 
take to organize a boat-ride or a picnic. These 
expeditions were rarely as profitable to the spon- 
soring cause as originally anticipated and were 
viewed by the more ascetic as a form of self- 
indulgence. 

After World War I, when Jewish relief as- 
sumed a scope which could no longer be met 
by the zeal of idealistic amateurs, the whole ap- 
proach to fund-raising changed. It became a 
science with its special lore and mysteries. As 
a result of our higher knowledge, several para- 
doxical developments took place. The most 
startling of these was Law I, which declared 
that the more agonizing the need to be described, 
the more sumptuous the surroundings in which 
it must be detailed. I have spoken of Treblinka 
at flower-festooned banquets, and of rain-swept 


immigrant tents at exquisite luncheons. The 
elegance kept pace with the rising distress. Like 
my betters, I have delivered some of my most 
blood-curdling reports while suitably adorned 
with a corsage of orchids. 


Whatever original misgivings I might have 
nurtured have long since vanished under the 
instruction of specialists in the art. ‘“That’s 
human nature!” announced the masters who 
pointed out the stern necessity of a gala at- 
mosphere. I must confess that the sacrifice was 
not hard to make. Orchids and attendant phe- 
nomena do not require much indoctrination. 


THose of us brought up in the glass-of-tea 

tradition learned the soft way that you had to 
spend money to make money, and that to extract 
a sizable contribution you first had to lure 
your prospect into a Grand Ball Room; when 
things really got tough there was always the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Undoubtedly, the experts who 
keep a practised finger on the donor’s pulse have 
hit on some psychological truth which it would 
be folly to disregard. If roast beef gets results, 
there is no use in moralizing about a vegetable 
plate. 


There was another notion of which one had 
to be disabused. I had held a naive belief that 
some situations spoke for themselves, and were 
far more eloquent than any phrases I could pro- 
duce. After the crematoria had become common 
knowledge did one really have to wrap up the 
plea in oratorical effects? Was it not more seemly 
to keep the emotional barrage muted? The pro- 
vision of information was legitimate, but did 
one really have to embroider the misery of the 
DP camp or the heroism of Israel? It seems 
one did. 

I am not likely to forget the briefing I re- 
ceived before setting out on a fund-raising tour 
not too long ago. “Make them cry!” ordered 
the boys who knew. “Wring their hearts and 
leave them limp!” The wisdom of these alarm- 
ing instructions was fully borne out by sub- 
sequent developments; the direct ratio between 
tears and cheers (expressed in pledges) was in- 
controvertible. There was no escaping the se- 
quence: the way to the pocket-book led first 
through the stomach; then through the tear- 
ducts. The first part of this process offered no 
serious obstacles. It was simple enough to ar- 
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range a banquet or dainty sandwiches according 
to the occasion, but how make them cry? 

I regret to say that my personal success in this 
endeavor was of the most modest. My audiences 
generally left under their own power and though 
they seemed to listen to my remarks with a fair 
degree of interest, few had to look for an extra 
handkerchief. In fact, after one of my most 
emotional appeals—so I thought—a lady tripped 
up to me smiling cheerily and said, “Thank you 
for not making us cry; they always make us cry.” 

This sobering compliment left me no illusions 
as to my own gifts, but in the course of my ex- 
periences I had occasion to observe what worked. 
And since this study can prove profitable, I offer 
it to my fellow-campaigners. Naturally, I do 
not include in my observations the effectiveness 
of internationally acknowledged leaders whose 
influence derives from their moral authority. I 
am speaking of the lesser fry who as volunteers 
or professionals are engaged in the task of mak- 
ing American Jewry do its duty. 

Some of the most successful tear-jerkers in 
my experience operate on the theory of no holds 
barred. Their assault on the emotions is neither 
subtle nor exquisite but it is amply justified 
by the flutter of checks as well as handkerchiefs; 
the proof of the pudding is in the meeting. As 
everyone has surely witnessed one of these per- 
formances he can supply his own sob-line. I pre- 
fer to describe an affecting gaticring that falls 
into a different category. 


] HAD BEEN shipped to a sizable mid-western 

city where I was assured everything was in 
the doldrums. The campaign was a flop; the big 
givers were cutting. Whether you called it a 
depression or a recession, business was bad; the 
public was tired, etc. And what was my job? 
I had to produce the rabbit out of the hat which 
would make hard-headed businessmen forget 
their last conference with their accountant. The 
headlines in the daily papers did not matter; the 
news was “remote.” In short, I had to make 
them cry. 

The scene of the proposed miracle was a 
brunch at a first class private club. When I 
arrived I found some forty prosperous looking 
gentlemen of assorted sizes, none of whom had 
ever heard of me but who accepted me courte- 
ously as one of the inevitable accompaniments 
of these bleak occasions. I gathered from a tact- 
ful hint that these were busy men, that they all 
knew the “story,” and that if “Mrs. Circus” 
would not extend herself unduly, it would be 
appreciated by all concerned. 

The local czmpaign manager, aware of the 
avowed determination of those present to give 
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less than the year before, had brought reinforg. 
ments in the shape of a prominent businessmy, 
from a neighboring community. In additio, 
to being a forceful speaker and a devoted work. 
er, this gentleman had the distinction of ny 
having “cut”; in fact, he had increased }i 
pledge. I was in favor of abdicating complete) 
so as to give this hero more time, but the map. 
ager was obdurate. When he was not engage 
in making a tally of the missing—big givers wh) 
had failed to show up—he would mutter to me: 
“We're in a tight spot; give them the works,” 

During the brunch I tried to get my bearing, 
My neighbor to the right seemed less formidabl 
than his sleek, well-groomed fellows. He wx 
giving me the inside “dope.” The community 
had been squeezed dry; there were local need 
and besides people were losing money. He kney 
the boys; they were big-hearted and had don 
more than could be expected; but they were al 
going to cut this year; he was going to cut too; 
I shouldn’t be disappointed. After all, on 
could not be expected to give out of capital, 

It all sounded ominously familiar. I could 
barely eat the excellent chickenliver omelette 
before me, though my neighbor, a wholesale 
butcher, assured me that I need have no mis- 
givings; his concern had provided the chicken 
livers. 

The brunch over, the proceedings went on 4 
ordained. The campaign manager indulged in 
the usual combination of flattery, grief and ex- 
hortation. The volunteer spoke as businessman 
to businessmen about the need for plus-giving, 
He was earnest and direct, and I was much 
moved. So was the manager. Sensing the frost, 
the volunteer directed me; “Not more than 
fifteen minutes; or they'll start leaving.” 

I spoke as well as I knew how about what! 
had seen in Israel. When I sat down every eye 
except the volunteer’s was dry. I was afraid to 
look at the manager. 

The moment of calling the pledge-cards had 
come. The chairman of the meeting, to whom 
this delicate task had been entrusted, was a kind- 
looking elderly man who had lost heavily during 
the current season. Everyone present knew of 
his financial reverses and sympathized with his 
difficulty; he was chairman of the drive and yet 
he would have to cut—a bad example. 

After a few routinely harrowing remarks 
which elicited no more response than those of 
the previous speakers, the chairman stopped for 
a moment; then he resumed, his voice quavering: 
“Boys, I shouldn’t do it, but let be what will be. 
God will help me.” At this point, his eyes filled 
with tears and, overcome with emotion, he wa 
unable to continue. He turned to his handsome 
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oung son; “Let Jim tell you.” Jim arose, and 
bo obviously laboring under extreme emotion, 
declared: “You know my dad. You know the 
kind of heart he has. His children are behind 
him. Boys, he is not going to cut; he is going 
to give out of capital.” 

At this point the hard-boiled businessmen who 
had listened with exemplary self-possession to 
my tales of Dachau and Cyprus turned to each 
other misty-eyed. My sympathetic neighbor, the 
wholesale butcher, wept unabashedly into a large 
handkerchief. The ice was broken. Man after 
man, shaken to the depths, raised his pledge in 
the chairman’s honor. The chairman himself 
kept repeating; “God will help.” 


The campaign manager alternately mopped 
his brow and his eyes, and kept exclaiming; 
“This is terrific. I tell you this will make history.” 


Finally it was all too much for me and I began 
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to cry too. By the banks of capital, we sat down 
and wept; aye, we wept when we remembered 
interest. 


] sHouLp nor like to leave the impression that 

the cut into capital is the unkindest cut of all. 
Jews, the most philanthropic of peoples, do most 
of their weeping when they remember Zion. But 
the Gods of our economic system are exacting 
and have worshippers of all creeds. After my 
instructive brunch, I had a better understanding 
of a society which accepts the conscription of 
its sons more philosophically than of its wealth, 
and is apparently more agitated by the prospect 
of an excess-profits tax than by the possibility 
of atomic warfare. I also finally understood why 
one depression-winter I paid income tax while 
a world-famous American millionaire went scot- 
free. He would have been obliged to dip into 
his “capital.” 7 


Jehovah's Witnesses 


by M. Kalikstein 


FEv PERSONS noticed the report that nine of 
the leading members of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in East Germany have been sentenced to prison 
terms, and most of those who did notice it 
shrugged it off. Who cares what happens to a 
peculiar German sect which chooses to call it- 
self by the Hebraic name “‘Jehovah’s Witneses?” 

I must confess to a heresy. Personally I am 
not much concerned with the Sovietization of 
East Germany. I have been thinking for some 
time that, were it not for the threat to world 
peace inherent in the Bolshevization of East Ger- 
many, there could be no more just verdict 
against the Germans than to sentence them to 
be ruled by communists. I do not lose any sleep 
on account of the Sovietization of Poland, Hung- 
ary, Rumania, and so far as I am concerned the 
heavens would not fall down if all the Germans 
were to enjoy the same blessing. They wanted 
totalitarianism? Well, let them have it as long 
as they live, even after Hitler’s death. My feel- 
ing is dictated by a desire for retribution en- 
gendered by years in German concentration 
camps and memories of experiences in Polish 
towns, villages and forests. But rational thought 
must take into account present day conditions 


which have their own logic. One can’t always 
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M. Kalikstein is the pen-name of a well-known Jewish author, 
4 former inmate of a concentration camp, now residing in Paris. 
Because many of his relatives still live behind the Iron Curtain, 
be finds it necessary to conceal his identity. 


think in terms of vengeance. I remain indiffer- 
ent when I hear people talk of “German suffer- 
ing” and “German tragedy.” I don’t care what 
the East Germans do to the West Germans and 
vice versa. They can kiss or murder each other: 
for all I care. Let them stew in their own juice. 
Why should any Jew surviving Nazism care? 
For me, as an individual, Germany no longer 
exists. 


Nevertheless I was disturbed by the trial of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses which took place in Berlin 
in October of this year. It is true that these im- 
prisoned and persecuted Witnesses are Germans; 
still, one feels like crying out in protest against 
their suffering. Anyone familiar with the Ger- 
man concentration camps knows their past and 
remembers these proud prisoners of Nazism who 
wore the violet triangle. One can’t help recall- 
ing that their crime against Hitlerism consisted 
not merely in the study of the Bible and ob- 
servance of its commandments but also in the 
preservation of a spark of human decency in 
the midst of the Nazi hell. Theirs were the only 
hands that were never lifted in the Hitler salute. 
Because of this they were condemned to death 
and to concentration camps. Now they are be- 
ing sentenced to life imprisonment. Is it sur- 
prising, then, that one’s heart leaps up in pro- 
test? My friends who perished at the hands of 
the Nazis will forgive me for feeling disturbed 
at the fate of these ““Germans.” 
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] REFERRED to these Jehovah’s Witnesses as ““Ger- 

mans,” in quotation marks, because I never 
really thought of them as Germans. They might 
have been born’in Munich, Berlin or Erfurt, but 
it was impossible to meet them in Maidanek, 
Buchenwald and Dachau and consider them as 
belonging to Himmler’s people. It is still im- 
possible, and I will tell you why. 

I remember one Jehovah’s Witness who worked 
with me in Buchenwald. He was one of thou- 
sands. Most of them were shot, tortured to death 
or else they perished as a result of unbelievable 
hardships. He and some hundreds of others sur- 
vived, but they survived without making the 
slightest concession to Nazism. 

This old man, sixty-four years of age, “studied 
the Bible” together with his three sons. As a re- 
sult of this study the oldest son refused to serve 
in Hitler’s army. The son was tried. At the trial 
he delivered a speech of protest against violence 
and was sentenced to a term in prison. But he 
lived in prison only two weeks. The second and 
third sons also refused to take up weapons and 
perished at the hands of the SS. The old father, 
too, had sinned against the Hitler regime. He 
had been employed in a factory in a small town 
in Thuringia. One day the Gauleiter came to 
address the workers. All of them had to be 
present at the meeting. It was to be a mass 
demonstration for the Nazi regime, with flags, 
a parade and all the rest of it. The factory direc- 
tors saw to it that the old man did not absent 
himself. Among the thousands of other workers 
he was indistinguishable and could have passed 
unnoticed. When the Gauleiter entered all rose 
and cheered and gave the Hitler salute—all but 
one. The aged Jehovah’s Witness remained seat- 
ed, silent, holding back his hand which might 
have mechanically followed the others in the 
salute. 

He was noticed by none other than the Gaul- 
eit’s assistant who shouted: “Who is this shame- 
less fellow?” 

The factory director shuddered at the terrible 
insult to his factory’s reputation, but he did not 
lose his head and exclaimed: ““This is the madman 
of our factory.” 

Everything might still have passed smoothly 
were it not for the Witness’ pride. Did they dare 
say he was mad? And he roared from his seat: 

“Tam mad!? No, it is you and your Adolph 
who have gone mad and covered the land with 
blod. . . . Of you Jehovah has said... .” 

But he did not have a chance to tell what 
Jehovah said. Scores of hands seized him firmly 
and silenced him. Later he was paraded through 
the streets covered with a great sign proclaim- 
ing his offense. But until he was brought to 
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Buchenwald he kept on shouting his conviction, 
to the crowds. He shouted in the streets an¢ 
through the bars of the railway car which 
brought him to the concentration camp. 

After his years of suffering I once asked him 
whether he did not regret the death of his sons 
whether he did not regret his own actions, 
did not indulge in any heroics. Of course he 
mourned his sons, he said, but he could not hay: 
acted otherwise. How could he permit his son; 
to touch a gun “or any other implement of 
death?” It was out of the question, consequent. 
ly they could not live. It was a law of nature 
against which there was no rebelling. Woul 
not serving Hitler have been worse than death? 
It was fortunate that they died a death of purity, 
according to God’s word, he said. 

This old man was not an exception. The blue 
triangles could be seen everywhere proclaiming 
their message. They shouted in the face of the 
Gestapo: Thou shalt not kill! You commit mur. 
der! You will pay for it! 

I remember Erich, kindly Erich, with whom 
I disputed trying to prove to him that the Bib- 
lical verses he quoted intended something other 
than he tried to read into them. I remember 
others who broadcast consolation and _ shared 
their meager bread with those who had still less, 
Some were silenced in the course of time and 
could no longer be heroic in the shadows of the 
thousands of graves where their comrades lay. 
But even these went about with the image of 
God fresh on their faces. When it was neces 
sary to speak courageously to the commandant 
of the concentration camp, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
were the ones to do so. 


HORTLY AFTER the liberation, a group of us, 
Jewish young men, went on a hike to We- 
mar and on the way we met a number of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses. Among them was the old man 
from Thuringia. They were wandering about 
the country. Now that they were free once 
again they wanted to arouse repentance in Ger- 
man hearts. Naturally it was impossible to agree 
with them. They had arguments against the 
Jews too for refusing to accept the ‘‘Redeemer” 
and to respond to the words of the sacred scrip- 
tures. They are an outlandish sect and cannot 
speak otherwise. But there was no denying their 
sincere love for humanity. They did not argue 
with us long. These Gandhis of the concentra- 
tion camps now had the entire German people 
to work on and they stopped in every village 
and before every tavern thundering their mes- 
sage: “Murderers! Sinners! You approved Hit- 
ler’s bloody doings! Murder was your daily 
bread! You should kneel before your victims! 
ae 
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| went with them for many miles. I heard 
them pour their wrath on German heads and I 
decided to exclude them from the roster of Ger- 
mans. The beer-bloated Germans did not de- 
grve to be classified together with the Witness- 
es, though I smiled at the naive hopes of Erich 
and the others who said: “The Germans will 
never again touch a weapon. They must be con- 
verted to the belief that there must be eternal 
peace... that every instrument of destruction 
must be done away with. Just think of it—a 
man is capable of living, yet his life is ended 
violently at the whim of a tyrant. It will never 
again be like this.” 

Possessed with this idea they scattered all over 
the Sodom and Gomorrah that is modern Eu- 
rope. Since that day it was difficult to find out 
anything about their doings until news came 
of the trial in East Germany. 


ARLY IN OCTOBER, 1950, judges of the Soviet 

zone of Berlin met to try these great crimin- 
als, Efforts had been made for some time to 
exclude them from East Germany society. Thou- 
sands of them were imprisoned. But the trouble 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses was that they num- 
bered twenty thousand. Had all of them been 
in concentration camps or were there new re- 
cruitt among them? This question was never 
answered. One thing was officially proclaimed: 
The seventeen million Germans of East Germany 
are innocent lambs who love peace and are on fire 
with indignation against the war mongers. Not 
one of them is a traitor. Wasn’t that made ob- 
vious when the seventeen million signed the 
Stockholm Peace Petition? Only the twenty 
thousand Jehovah’s Witnesses refused to sign the 
petition. They openly proclaimed their refusal. 
They announced it to the whole world. They 
also made no secret of their opposition to the 
reign of force of the East German authorities. 
They had no faith in the neo-Communists of 
Berlin and put no trust in their government. 

The trial of the Witnesses was highly success- 
ful. The judges had heaps of damning evidence. 
On October 4, the highest court of the German 
Democratic Republic passed sentence on nine 
of the chief leaders of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their 
property was to be confiscated and they were 
to serve prison terms varying from eight years 
to life. 

East German newspapermen, the only cnes 
admitted to the trial, reported that the judges 
were unanimous in their decree. Witnesses for 
the defense were not permitted to testify be- 
cause “the accused had confessed to all the charg- 
es brought against them.” Then why allow de- 
fense witnesses to perjure themselves before the 
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court? (It would have been interesting to see 
the faces of the witnesses who had the courage 
to stand up and contradict the court. Under the 
prevailing regime they no doubt will soon have 
an opportunity to be tried and to “confess.” 
They belong to the category of honorable “non- 
Germans” who had been in Dachau and 
Oranienburg. ) 

As for the judges, could anyone question their 
good faith? The prosecutor was none other than 
the chief of the legal profession in East Germany, 
a man with a long record. In pre-communist 
Germany he had been a member of the Nazi 
Reichsgericht and counsellor for the Nazional- 
Sozialistischer Volkswolfart. This same Dr. 
Meltzheimer represented the East German Peo- 
ple’s Republic in its case against Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. Can there be any doubt that they re- 
ceived a fair trial and no injustice was done 
to them? . 


HARSH campaign is now in full swing against 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in East Germany. They 
are accused of the following heinous crimes: 


1) Systematic boycott of and incitement 
against the People’s Democratic govern- 
ment in Germany and against peace. 

2) Espionage on behalf of American im- 
perialism. 

3) Refusal to sign the petition against the 
atomic bomb. 

4) Non-participation in the election cam- 
paign. 

5) Publication of uncensored pamphlets and 
papers which were forwarded to the 
readers by means of couriers. 

6) Warmongering. 


The former Nazi attorney and present-day 
prosecutor of the communist regime demanded 
the death penalty. He accused the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses on trial of “transmitting military se- 
crets to a certain foreign power.” But he failed 
to prepare the necessary evidence and his vic- 
tims escaped, for the moment, with mere prison 
sentences. The prosecutor had a strong case in- 
deed. One of the defendants was accused, among 
other things, of urging persons about to be ar- 
rested to demand an arrest warrant from the 
police before permitting their premises to be 
searched. Wasn’t it probable that such an inso- 
lent creature was also a spy and an enemy of 
peace? What need of other proof? 

The highest German Democratic Court also 
announced that the leaders of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses Were preparing to go underground. But, 
the Court assured the people, there need be no 
fear of that. They would be exposed. Prisons 
were ready to receive them and the police of 
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East Germany has many years of experience 
along this line. They are no less experienced than 
the prosecutor of the East German Republic. 
The experience gained during the Hitler years 
Was not wasted. 


[7 1s not known whether there were any former 

anti-Nazis among the judges. I can’t imagine 
that among them were any of the handful of 
German communists who had been in concen- 
tration camps. I recall their faces, I remember 
how they fraternized with Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
how together with the rest of the camp inmates 
they dreamed of the days to come when Hitler- 
ism would have become a thing of the past. I 
remember their backs bent alongside those of 


The End 


by H. 


The following scene is from the drama “The End of Days” 
by Hayim Hazzaz. The action of this drama takes place in 
seventeenth century Germany, during the time of the “False 
Messiah,” Sabbetai Zevi. Its significance transcends any par- 
ticular period since it deals with the hope for redemption and 
its realization, the theory of any great human revolution and 
its practice. Though the characters speak and act as German 
Jews of that time did, the meaning of what they say is readily 
applicable to our own time, and the problems with which they 
contend are those of this day. 


JorEt Rost: Rabbi, we shall not move from 
here until we say what we have to say to you. 
We have not come to jibe, God forbid, but on 
account of your honor and the honor of the 
Torah we have come, and because we love you 
so greatly, heart and soul. We are your disciples 
and we drink from your spring; and I, the very 
least of your disciples, cannot restrain myself. 
I shall speak because it pains me so much, what- 
ever may befall! Master and rabbi! How has it 
come about that you have foresaken us and do 
not appear among us? Now, at such a time, in 
this great hour of salvation, when we have been 
merited what our fathers and forefathers never 
merited, from the time the Temple was de- 
stroyed and unto this day? We feel your ab- 
sence as a wonder, as an astonishing thing and 
not reasonable. How can you possibly stand 
aside? How is it possible that while the people 
of Israel, even the very least of them all should 
be within, the Prince of the Torah, the very light 
of Israel, stands outside? What is this, and why? 
Why have you seen fit to be thus? Are you, God 
forbid, a rebel? Do you doubt the Messiah of 
the God of Jacob? Oh, what has befallen us! 
Why, we should roam the streets and rend our 
garments in mourning for this! 


JEWIsH Front 


Jehovah’s Witnesses. I cannot believe that they 
were among the judges. 


This is why I stress the Nazi past of the prose. 
cutor of the People’s Democratic Republic of 
East Germany. He is the man who formerly 
sent them to concentration camps; he is the one 
who now sends them to prison. This is their lot 
as long as totalitarianism reigns. 


Of course, one might ask: How did it come 
about that a Nazi lawyer should speak of peace 
in the name of a people’s democratic court? 


I don’t know the answer. But it is a fact. And 
as long as this fact remains Jehovah’s Witnesses 
will continue to be the accused. It cannot be 
otherwise. 


of Days 


Hazzaz 


Rassi: You grieve me bitterly! As much as 
can be do you grieve and hurt me! I have no 
rest for my heart’s distress by day and night. 
I am confused between yea and nay, and can 
find no tangible proof... . What can I answer 
you? And there is none among us who can know. 
The heart dares not reveal its thoughts even to 
the mouth. ... And the issue is doubtful being 
mayhap and maybe.... 


REB ANSHEL HAHN: You astonish us indeed! 


Rassi: We must show some caution and be 
apprehensive. . . . Lest, God forbid, we reach a 
point of dire peril... . Lest it may be, the hour 
does not come. ... 

MENCHEN PICKLEHERRING: Never fear, Rab- 
bi! Roses of paper perish in the rain, while a 
live rose blossoms in the rain! 

Rassi: We have not seen our signs. The in- 
dications recorded by our Rabbis have not come. 
Neither harsh and evil decrees nor turbulence 
and war and constant confusion. Nations have 
not been stormed in tumult and the kingdoms 
of the world have not fallen. Messiah Ben Joseph 
has not come and Elijah the Prophet, may he be 
mentioned for good, has not been revealed to 
us. And the sapient do not shine as the radiance 
of the firmament. . . . The world goes on in its 
accustomed fashion. And therefore (sighs from 
the very heart and settles down again) we have 
to wait until His Blessed Name looks down from 
Heaven and shows that the Salvation is ‘near to 
come. But for the time being, until the matters 
are examined and we know that it all comes 
from His Blessed Name, do not transgress the 
oath which the Holy and Blest One made us 
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swear, and do not force the latter end. Engage 
jn your transactions and make a living and go 
morning and evening to the synagogues and the 
Houses of Study.... 

Yuspa (after the Rabbi’s fashion): In order 
that you may prolong the exile. 

Rassl (paying no attention): As was said by 
king Solomon, may he rest in peace: I sleep but 
my heart is awake. ... 

Yuspa (after the Rabbi’s fashion) : Thus said 
Israel unto the Holy and Blessed One: I am 
asleep with regard to Redemption, but my heart 
is awake to exile, that being the place of my vi- 
tality, a lofty dwelling for Torah and Com- 
mandments, so that it is meet and proper to dwell 
in the midst thereof in order to weep and to 
mourn for the destruction of the Temple and 
the exile of the Shechina. 

Rassi (his face weary): A shameful exposi- 
tion! 

Yuspa (beating the table with his hand): An 
end is made of darkness! The son of Jesse is come! 

THE BEGGERS FROM GERMANY, PRAGUE, PO- 
LAND AND HUNGARY: The son of Jesse’s come! 
The son of Jesse’s come! The son of Jesse’s come! 

Wo FLEIN: He and no other! 

MENCHEN PICKLEHERRING: Righteous is he! 


REB LEMMLEIN MARKEL: Honor the Messiah 
of the God of Jacob! 
REB ANSHEL HAHN: Be still! 


Yuspa: They doubt! They query! They have 
seen their signs, the indications given by our 
Rabbis. . . . All the secrets and all the mysteries 
are revealed unto them, and they know the hid- 
den affairs of the King better than does the King, 
and the ordering of Redemption better than 
King Messiah! The Holy and Blest One has not 
fulfilled what is found written in the tractates 
Sota and Sanhedrin! If there is a dispute be- 
tween the Holy and Blest One and our rabbis, 
if there is a dispute between the Messiah and the 
commentaries, then what shall the finding be? 
The finding shall follow the commentaries! 

Rassi: The Holy and Blest One, the Torah 


and Israel are one! 


Yuspa: Therefore sit still and do not urge on 
the end, but sink down in exile and engage in 
transactions and make a living, and go to the 
synagogues early and late. . . . No indeed! We 
are not higher than the Holy and Blest One, not 
even a Rabbi and Sage in Israel, and the Holy 
and Blest One (shakes his fist in the air) seeks 
to redeem His people! 

Rassi: May it but be so! 

Yuspa: He has made an end of exile, and of all 
that is therein and comes therefrom! 


Rass: May it be so! 
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Yuspa: And let each man in Israel know that 
Redemption is the root of all! 

Rabsi: First every man in Israel must know 
that the Torah is the very root of all, for had 
it not been for the Torah, Israel would not exist. 
And our sages said long ago, greater is the study 
of the Torah than the building of the Temple. 

Yuspa: Our Rabbi is a scholar and he will 
bring you evidence from the Torah, from our 
sages of blessed memory, from the first and from 
the last, that the Redemption is not the very 
root of all. 

Rass: If I did not know you I would say 
that you are an ignoramus. Why, belief in the 
coming of the Messiah is the twelfth of the 
Thirteen Principles of our faith, and I repeat it 
every day after prayers. 

Yuspa: And so you and your like will con- 
tinue to repeat it, and let him but continue to 
delay his coming! 

Rass (gazivg at him): You pervert the text! 
“And even though he doth delay, withal I shall 
await his coming every day”—so it is written! 

Yuspa: They will take everything on them- 
selves: persecution, evil sendings, the yoke of 
alien powers and all the servitude that exists in 
the world, including faith in the coming of the 
Messiah, but all provided that he delays his com- 
ing, but all so that they should not be redeemed. 

REB ANSHEL HAHN (beseechingly, but with 
some annoyance): Yuspa.... 

Yuspa: They will bear with any calamity that 
may befall, and all so that the Redemption may 
not come, and all so that the Temple may not 
be rebuilt... .Why! for what nonesensical temple 
should they give up their shrewd prayer that God 
be willing to rebuild the Temple! No, no! 

Those present laugh 

Rassi: May it be Thy will, O Name Divine, 
that Thou dost deliver me from impudent men 
and from impudence. 

Yusra (shaking his head): You are all dead, 
there is no spirit of life within you! Yet Scrip- 
ture commanded long since: “Be not thou as 
the dead!” 

Rass (¢ranquilly): We live indeed! “And 
ye who cleave to God are all of you alive this 
day.” Great is the Torah, which giveth life to 
those who fulfill it in this world and in the 
world to come. 

Yuspa: Do not be as the dead! Do not be as 
the dead! In that hour when the dead return to 
life there will be some among the dwellers in 
the dust who will not wish to rise. Why should 
they be bothered? Why should they toil and 
trouble to remove from their places? Here they 
rest at their ease on their couches, rotting, thank 
God, peacefully, in a soft and shady spot. (He 
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raises his voice) ““Thus says the Lord your God: 

Behold I open your graves and bring you up 

from out of your graves!” Against your will! 

And not at your pleasure and convenience! 
Those present nod their heads 

BEGGAR FROM PRAGUE (with startled face): 
Indeed? Indeed? 

BEGGAR FROM POLAND: There will be such 
pests as those among them! 

Rassi (to Yuspa): Maybe there will be some 
among them who will not rise at the Resurrec- 
tion. But those are the ones who have forsaken 
the everlasting life and engage in living for the 
moment. For it is said: “And this is the Torah 
which Moses set”; and our sages of blessed mem- 
ory expounded: if he merit, it is set as life for 
him... 

Yuspa: That which is set as life is Redemption. 

Rapsi: When it comes of Heaven and is in 
accord with God and the Torah and the Com- 
mandments and the words of our sages of bles- 
sed memory! 

Yuspa: Redemption in whatsoever form it 
has emerged, as the thought that is of the Holy 
and Blest One! “Behold the days do come, says 
the Lord, when they will no longer say, As the 
Lord liveth who brought the Children of Israel 
forth from the land of Egypt, but as the Lord 
liveth who brought up and fetched the seed of 
the House of Israel from a northern land, and 
from all the lands to which I have driven them.” 
In that hour the Exodus from Egypt will be as 
garlic skin before a new world, and the Gather- 
ing on Mount Sinai as a trifle before the King- 
dom of the Messiah. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
are the commencement, a preface for the genera- 
tions of the future. When the Holy and Blest 
One set out to create our forefathers His only 
purpose was that their children should come 
forth from them. Is this heresy, Rabbi? For thus 
He says: “Do not remember the first, and con- 
sider not antiquities. Behold I fashion a new 
thing, now it shall grow!” This you do not 
know—but King Messiah does! 

Rassi (cautiously): And how shall you act? 
How do you behave and whereby do you live? 

Yuspra: The codes and laws of the free world 
are not yet written. 

Rass (controls himself): So, the free world. 
And that free world, what is its character? Free- 
dom from Torah and commandments? Freedom 
from justice and righteousness? 


Yuspa: Messiah the king is named the Right- 
eous Redeemer, and it is his future part to re- 
deem the quality of righteousness in the world. 

Rassi: I have heard your words and I under- 
stand you fully. We are assuredly close to the 
hour of redemption, since this is already the ful- 
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filment of what our sages of blessed Memory 
said: “Among the signs of the Messiah: Violence 
will increase and that which is precious will | 
perverted, and so on, and they who fear trans. 
gression will be despised, and the truth shall | 
absent, and the face of that age shall be as th 
face of a dog.” 

WOLFLEIN (profesting): Rabbi. ... 

Rass (sternly): Silence! Or go forth from 
here! I am still the Master and Rabbi of this Spot, 

REB LEMMLEIN MERKEL (spreading out hj 
hands in entreaty): Do not interfere! Do not 
interfere! 

Rassi: I disregard the shame that you have 
put upon me, such as no man has done in all my 
life. My honor I forgive you, but the honor of 
Heaven cannot be forgiven you, because yoy 
fling your words against the Heavens! 


JoeL Rost: God forbid, Yuspa did not shame 
you nor did he fling words against the Heavens, 
This controversy is one for the sake of Heaven, 

Rass: Not for the sake of heaven, but against 
Heaven. It is the controversy of Korah and his 
assembly! Far more than I had imagined is here, 
and the doubts I had have become certainties, 
You make a breach in order to destroy Israel in 
the world! Understand (rises and stand upright) 
what you are doing! You have set out to up- 
root everything and overturn all things and to 
remove the people from the living God! You 
are worse for Israel than the nations of the 
world and the most wicked of the Gentiles, who 
have dominion only over our bodies, while you 
would take the soul! You seek our very soul! 
You have taken hold of Redemption and you 
yourselves are a loss. There is no Messiah with- 
out God’s Blessed Providence. Nor is there Re- 
demption without faith and the Holy Torah! 
This redemption which you vaunt is an alien 
fire that shall consume to very hell, God forbid! 
A false and failing imagining, a will-o’-the wisp! 
It is sustained from the exile of the soul, from 
the evil desires and longings of the Powers of 
Evil! And yet! Your dreams will not be ful- 
filled nor your intention be established. Woe 
unto you in the Judgement Day. His Blessed 
Name is a Man of War, He will vanquish those 
who rise against Him! 

Those present stare at one 
another in astonishment 

REB ANSHEL HAHN (looking again at Yuspa 
and Jocl Rost): What is all this that the Rabbi 
is saying? 

REB LEMMLEIN MERKEL: He speaks to us 4s 
though we were absolute heretics, and of the 
Torah of Moses just as though we came to de- 
stroy everything and drive the people of Israel 
away from the living God. What is this? 
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WoLFLEIN: He does not believe in Messiah, 
and calls us by the name of disbelievers! 

JoEL ROST: Rabbi, the Generality of Israel... . 

Rasai (interrupting him): The Generality of 
Israel are those who observe the Torah and ful- 
fill its Commandments! 

BEGGAR FROM GERMANY (in a low voice): 
Torah, Torah, festoons of Torah! 

BEGGAR FROM POLAND: Different bellies and 
still the same old castor oil. (laughs) 

Jort rost: Rabbi, it is a principle that the 
Generality of Israel does not transgress. 

Rassi: Fool! “And one transgressor shall lose 
much that is good,” said the Preacher! 

Yusra: There is no creature that causes dread 
to the Holy and Blest One, saving only a right- 
eous and God-fearing Rabbi. 

Rass (with shaking finger pointing and 
whispering in horror): You... You... . 

Yusra (waits to hear what he has to say) 

RapsBi: You are an enemy of Messiah! 

REB ANSHEL HAHN: What? What? 

REB LEMMLEIN MERKEL: An enemy of Mes- 
siah? Yuspa? 

Rast: His enemy to the very soul! And mur- 
der is within him! 

MENCHEN PICKLEHERRING: Rabbi, you con- 
fuse one with another, friend with foe! 

Rapp (to Yuspa): You and those like you 
and all after your fashion who are so many, and 
so rebellious. . . . 

WoLFLEIN: Psss.... 

Rapsi: Contumacious and perverters, evil of 
tongue and contentious and disputatious! A set 
of flatterers and hypocrites, men of vanity and 
void, rejoicing at every worthless novelty, me- 
ticulous regarding every trifle whereby to pleas- 
ure the worthless and empty, yet assuming for 
themselves the name of a Redeemer and Saviour! 
You would destroy the very life of Messiah! You 
would undermine him from every side, and give 
him an evil name and burden him with com- 
plaints and wrongdoing in order to snatch his 
kingdom from him. And this redemption of 
yours, if it should come, will shake and quake 
with your contentions, and the whole structure 
be destroyed. Redemption will be lost and Mes- 
siah be lost as long as you can obstinately main- 
tain your own unyielding hearts! Korah and 
all his assembly, Dathan and Abiram! You would 
repeat the deed of Korah, who split Israel and 
turned them into divided bands and broke up 
Israel! What was the difference between Korah 
and Moses our Master? Was he not wise? Was 
he not wealthy? Was he not a Levite? What is 
the difference between him (pointing at Yuspa) 
and Messiah? 


Growls and whispers pass from one to the other 


29 


Yuspa: Dreams, Rabbi. You comfort your- 
self with empty consolations. The exile exists 
only in exile, and there is no exile in the king- 
dom ot the Messiah. These men of vanity and 
void of whom you spoke, Korah and all his as- 
sembly, will not merit redemption. They will 
remain here, and you will be their rabbi. 

BrGGAR FROM HUNGARY (shouting at the 
Rabbi): Heretic! Unbeliever! 

BEGGAR FROM GERMANY: Deserves to die! 

BEGGAR FROM POLAND: Let’s shake him up a 
bit! 

Rassi: I shall stand at my post, trusting in 
my God. I shall not change whatever befall, 
save that I perform the commandments of His 
Blessed Name! 

The Beggar from Hungary draws a 
cross on the wall with charcoal. 
Wolflein takes the charcoal and writes 
“Unbeliever.” The other beggars stare and laugh. 

Rassi (turning his face to the wall) : Crimin- 
als! Sinners in Israel! 

Joex Rost (quickly rubs off the cross) 

WoLFLEIN (helping him): Evil powers, ab- 
solute evil powers! As bad as they make them! 

Rassi (to Yuspa in a furious whisper): Mis- 
leader and inciter. . . . (pointing his finger at 
him and starting backwards): Armilos, Armilos. 
Destroyer! (leaves the room in a fury) 

The others stand astonished and silent 


(From the Hebrew by I. M. Lask) 
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Deep Cal 


by Abraham 


“THE AMERICAN JEW” by 
Ludwig Lewisohn, Farrar and 
Straus, New York, $2.75. 


LMOST EVERY age has its own 
concept of a Messiah. “En- 
lightment” or, more specifically, 
Haskalah in its German form was 
the Messiah to the Maskillim, while 
the social revolution was the Mes- 
siah to the socialists in Russia. And 
the Messiahs came and we have 
experienced what their arrival 
meant. 


Our own time is distinguished 
by its lack of a concept of Messiah. 
But we do possess an experience. 
We do not know the meaning of 
Messianism, but we have experi- 
enced the horror of pseudomessian- 
ism. Our first task, it seems, is to 
comprehend what we experience, 
to understand what we see, to in- 
corporate that cataclysmic experi- 
ence into our thinking. 


Such incorporation, however, is 
a most painful process, since that 
cataclysmic experience necessarily 
shatters the forms and categories 
to which our minds have been ac- 
customed. Indeed, the experience 
of our age is going to remodel 
some of our basic concepts. 


“A deep metaphysical anxiety 
stirs the Western world.” There 
is, in addition, a specific Jewish ex- 
perience that cries to heaven, that 
cries to our minds. Some of us 
have hermetically closed minds: 
they see what they know, but they 
do not know what they see. But 
there are others who hear the su- 
preme cry. Once their souls have 
tasted the dismay, they cannot re- 


BOOKS 


Is to Deep 


Joshua Heschel 


main calm. They are caught in 
that painful process of an experi- 
ence which is in search of a mind 
to comprehend it. 


Ludwig Lewisohn’s “The Amer- 
ican Jew”, parts of which were 
published in “The Jewish Fron- 
tier”, is not the product of pre- 
conceived theories about Judaism. 
It is a record of that process. Its 
intention is to create within the 
Jew “a spiritual crisis out of which 
there might arise, when he freed 
himself from the grossest illusions 
of a pagan world, that love of Is- 
rael which is known to lead toward 
a desire for an integrated life.” 


Most of our spokesmen are mod- 
ern in their outlook. To them 
conformity with the temper of the 
modern age is the standard of right 
thinking and believing. Even “the 
rabbinate has not always been 
guiltless of furthering this cult 
of modernity.” But the modern 
age is an age of confusion, an age 
in which the greatest horrors of 
human history have taken place. 
Those spokesmen seem to forget 
that, as the title of a contemporary 
work proclaims, “Modern Man Is 
Obsolete.” 


Lewisohn’s fault is that he is 
neither half-hearted nor modern. 
Wholeheartedness is not intelli- 
gible, and being ahead of the times 
is unjudicious. “The American 
Jew’ will, therefore, not be appre- 
ciated by anyone who is afraid to 
face the ultimate problems of Jew- 
ish existence, by anyone who en- 
joys his prejudices against Judaism, 
by anyone who prefers “tranquil 
slavery” to “dangerous liberty”. 


JEWIsH FRontiR 


Lewisohn dares to ask the Jew 
to be a Jew. His premise is th 
“total uniqueness” of the Jewish 
people and his purpose is to fre 
the mind “toward an act of faith 
—an act of faith based on reason 
and the evidence of history.” He 
rejects the notion that “man cap 
act differently without being dif. 
ferent”. 


Judaism is called in the title of 
a famous book “The Despised 
Faith.” The book is Rabbi Jehu. 
dah Halevi’s “Kusari”, the original 
title of which is found in the cdl. 
ophon of the Bodleian manuscript 
of the Arabic original: ‘The Book 
of Argument and Demonstration 
in Aid of the Despised Faith”, 
Rabbi Jehudah Halevi’s defense 
is directed not to a Jewish audi- 
ence but, at least in its literary 
form, to a pagan king. His weap- 
ons are powerful enough to end 
the dialogue in converting the king 
to Judaism. Today we cannot even 
indulge in an external defense. We 
have no security within, and what 
we must do first is to defend Ju- 
daism to the Jews. Our own house 
is aflame. The attempts to rescue 
have been awkward and often 
half-hearted. Many of us seem to 
be oblivious to the threat. Ludwig 
Lewisohn is one of the very few 
Jews in America who has been 
ringing the alarm. 


Lewisohn goes to the roots of 
things. ‘Secular Zionism no longer 
suffices as the full content of a 
Jewish life.” Zionism to him is 
first of all the recognition that the 
people of Israel, the whole people, 
is in galuth, and the negation of 
the galuth. However, Lewisohn 
makes an important distinction be- 
tween the pre-emancipatory and 
the post-emancipatory galuths. 
The first, the galuth of the Ram- 
bam, of Rashi and Meir of Roth- 
enberg, of both the Baal Shem and 
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the Gaon Elijah of Vilna, despite 
its constant tragedy, is to be af- 
firmed and reverenced as an integ- 
ral part of Jewish history. It is 
the post-emancipatory galuth that 
must be negated in its essential 
character which Lewisohn defines 
as “the state of uncreative subser- 
vience to those forces of unfreed- 
om which cause the Jewish way of 
life to crumble and the Jewish peo- 
ple to lose its character and so 
gradually to perish”. Dispersion 
becomes galuth “when the Jew 
abandons his history-making will 

. unresistingly yields to envi- 
ronmental pressure . . . when he 
gives himself up and begins to 
perish as a Jew; when he worships 
the idols of wood and stone of the 
pagan world”. (p. 45) 


“No Jew will serve the survival 
of his people, no Jew will help lib- 
erate America from the lies of the 
galuth at its most degraded, who 
does not see with an utter certain- 
ty of vision, irrespective of opinion 
or content, that ear-locked Hasi- 
dim on Avenue A at 3rd Street, 
dancing with holy joy on Simchat 
Torah, are free men, self-sustain- 
ing men, cooperators with a free 
society” and that a Jew “whose 
Christmas tree outshines that of 
his Gentile neighbors, is a slave in 
body and in soul, imprisoned in 
the cold and empty hell of a self- 
created galuth”. 


The book abounds in challeng- 
ing ideas. Boldly Lewisohn attacks 
problems which most Jewish lead- 
ers fear to face. Again he bears 
testimony to an experience as he 
has been doing for more than 
twenty years, most of the time as 
an only witness. And this is in- 
deed the task of a Jew: to be pres- 
ent and bear witness. But how 
few are present? How few Jews 
bear witness? 


The book is written from “what 
is deepest in a man, deepest in in- 
stinct, memory, aspiration”. Deep 
within Lewisohn must call to deep 
within every Jew. 


It is an extremely important 
book, written in the tradition of 
our great musar literature, a book 
that the leaders of the American 
Jewish community should take to 
heart. 
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A Novel of Depth and 
Power 
by Maurice M. Shudofsky 


THE FAMILY MOSKAT, by 
Isaac Bashevis Singer. Alfred A. 
Knopf. 1950. $3.95. 

[N THE spate of sleazy novels 
cascading down the presses of 

the country I. B. Singer’s The 
Family Moskat stands out as an 
arresting work of fiction. The 
author peoples his large canvas 
with several dozen characters, all 
of whom, major and minor, are 
fleshed out and three-dimensional. 
They love, hate, yearn, dream in 
the Poland between the end of the 
nineteenth century and the begin- 
ning of World War II. With clear, 
incisive strokes Singer limns Jew- 
ish life of this crucial period, illu- 
minating the major thoroughfares 
as well as the little-known recesses 
of this great and tragically snuffed 
out Jewish civilization. The pulsat- 
ing life of that period passes be- 
fore us in panoramic fulness. Sing- 
er’s artistic sense is like a skillful 
surgeon’s probe; he not only del- 
ves deeply but, more important 
still, he knows how to cope with 
what his scalpel turns up. The 
net result is a novel of spread and 
scope and sweep. 

The story, masterful in concep- 
tion and execution, concerns itself 
with the fortunes of the patriar- 
chal Meshullam Moskat and his 
numerous progeny. There are, in 
addition, three other families in- 
volved, all of considerable propor- 
tions. Indeed, so extensive is the 
roster of characters and so intric- 
ate their concatenations that the 
author does well to append genea- 
logical charts to which the reader 
must frequently resort. Singer’s 
deft handling of so large a group 
is in itself a measure of his ma- 
ture art. We move from group 
to group and from individual to 
individual almost imperceptibly 
and with a dramatic inevitability 
which at times invites comparison 
with Tolstoy’s War and Peace. In- 
extricably intertwined with the 


fate of these characters are the 
strong winds of doctrine blowing 
through the period: Chassidism 
versus emancipation, radicalism 
versus Zionism, religious loyalty 
versus apostasy. Singer avoids the 
pitfall of making his dramatis 
personae ideological abstractions, 
straw-stuffed mouthers of “prin- 
ciples.” They remain throughout 
vibrant beings to whom nothing 
human is alien. 

The central character is Asa 
Heshel Bannet, scion of a family 
whose yichus is of the highest 
rabbinic caliber. At the age of 
nineteen Asa Heshel flees the 
Chassidic shtibel of his grandfath- 
er, rebbe of Bialodrevna, betaking 
himself to Warsaw for a hoped- 
for university career. There he is 
taken in tow by Abram Shapiro, 
the philandering but essentially 
noble son-in-law of Reb Meshul- 
lam Moskat. Through Abram he 
meets Hadassah, granddaughter of 
Meshullam, a beautiful but sickly 
girl of 18. Their tragic romance, 
beautifully sketched, is one of the 
cohesive episodes of the novel. Asa 
Heshel is an idealist-dreamer with 
a residual suffusion of Chassidism 
which he retains even after he 
embarks on his worldly education. 
A life-long student of Spinoza, he 
goes through years of tormenting 
doubt and questing only to end 
in a vacuum of spiritual nihilism. 
Even his love for Hadassah is mar- 
red by a restlessness which he can- 
not slough off. “Sicklied o’er with 
the pale cast of thought,” oppres- 
sed by a sense of frustration and 
fecklessness, he poignantly realizes 
his failure; he remains a spiritual 
Luftmensch, constructing jerry- 
built philosophical systems, a type 
of Wandering Jew proceeding 
from one unsatisfying intellectual 
hegira to another. His promiscuous 
sexuality is symptomatic of his 
emotional difficulties; he recog- 
nizes his affairs as an obvious com- 
pensation for his frustrations. In 
the end, on the eve of Hitler’s en- 
try into Poland, Asa Heshel is re- 
signed to his fate, eagerly awaiting 
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death as a welcome quietus. At 
this juncture he becomes almost 
the symbol of a Jewry on the 
threshhold of the gas chamber. 


It is impossible to convey the 
richness and variety of the novel 
in a bald summary, so compact is 
it of pathos, tragedy, and tragi- 
comedy. This is the way the world 
ended for Polish Jewry—not with 
a whimper but a bang; and as such 
this conclusion is an appropriate 
prelude to the uprising in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. 


Although Englished by several 
hands, including Maurice Samuel, 
the book nevertheless shows few 
marks of imperfect literary suture. 
In part this is due to the 
fact that Singer writes in neo- 
Yiddish rather than in the classi- 
cal Yiddish of such masters as 
Mendele, Sholom Aleichem, and 
Peretz. Singer’s language, like that 
of the later Sholom Asch, is much 
more amenable to translation than 
that of the earlier giants. Neo- 
Yiddish makes little use of He- 
brew, practically eliminates quo- 
tations from the Bible, Talmud, 
and Siddur; it also discards dit- 
tology. Maurice Samuel, most 
gifted of the translators from Yid- 
dish, sums it up succinctly: “It 
is not redolent of the synagogue, 
the cheder, and the festivals; it is 
a language without nostalgia.” 


I, B. Singer has an unerring ear 
for dramatic speech rhythms. He 
can write dialogue, an artistic vir- 
tue in which even some of the 
greatest novelists are deficient. 
Here is a snatch of conversation 
between Asa Heshel and the Com- 
munist Barbara Fishelsohn. The 
former speaks first: 


I have a feeling that all of 
humanity is caught in a trap. 
No going forward and no 
going backward. We Jews 
will be the first victims. 


The end of the world, eh? 
What does your Jewishness 
really consist in? What are 
the Jews, after all? 


A people who can’t sleep 
themselves and let nobody 
else sleep. 

Or take, as a further example, 
Abram Shapiro’s demurrer to Bar- 
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bara’s Communistic oversimplifi- 
cations of the facts of strife: 
You can call a man capitalist, 
Bolshevik, Jew, goy, Tartar, 
Turk, anything you want, 
but the real truth is that man 
is a stinker. If you beat him, 
he yells. And if the other fel- 
low is beaten, then he devel- 
ops a theory. Maybe it’ll be 
better in the next world. 
The Family Moskat is a novel 
of depth and power. We who 
teeter on the brink of atomic self- 
annihilation have much to learn 
from the tragedy of the ill-fated 
Polish Jewry. 
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1100 Massachusetts Street 
Gary, Indiana 


GAry 9177 


THE JEWISH 
AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY, Inc. 


386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 








B. ZEFF COMPANY 


Braddock, Pa. 





CLAVERIE MOTORS, Inc. 


240 Derbigny at Third St. 


Gretna, La. 


THE MILL END SHOP 


820 Fifteenth Street 
Denver, Colo. 





PITTSBURGH 
PLATE GLASS CO. 


Omaha, Nebraska 





ELMORE ENGINEERING 
COMPANY 


701 South Raymond 
Alhambra, Calif. 


CHICAGO BEVERAGE 
COMPANY 


3423-31 West 13th Place 
Chicago 23, IIL 





REED FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS 


Designers of Whitecraft Rattan 
Furniture 


1023 Lincoln Rd. Miami Beach 


LEAVITT STORES CORP. 


Manchester, N. H. 





CARMEN 
BEAUTY SALON 


5145 Park Heights Avenue 
FOrest 3307 


Baltimore, Md. 








ERNST FORD MART 


3901 Washington Avenue 
New Orleans, La. 


MATTHAY HOSPITAL 
SUPPLY CO. 


Wholesale Distributors 


1321 West 11th Street 
Los Angeles, Calif. 








SANITARY BEDDING 
COMPANY 


3601 East River Road 
Rochester, N. Y. 


IRVING SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSN. 


264 Main Street 
Paterson, N. J. 





CORONET, Inc. 


Paterson, N. J. 





ASSOCIATED TILE AND 
MARBLE CO. 


727 North Eutaw Street 
Baltimore 1, Md. 





REVERE SMOKED FISH 
COMPANY 


222 Williams Street 
Chelsea, Mass. 





COUNTRY CLUB 
LAUNDRY & DRY 
CLEANING CO. 


612 West 48th 
Kansas City, Mo. 





BEVERLY MOTOR SALES 
COMPANY, Inc. 


131 Rantoul Street 
Tel. 3075 Beverly, Mass. 








RAYNES REALTY CORP. 


469 Seventh Avenue 
New York City 
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Greetings to all Our 
Customers and Friends 


VALDURA CORSET 
SHOP 


Colonial Arcade 
CH 1948 





EASTWOOD SPORT 
Company, Inc. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 





C. F. McKELVEY CO. 


1123-25 18th Street 
Denver, 2 Colo. 





KLOTZMAN 


1839 South Taylor Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 


S. J. McNEILLY, Inc. 


Brookline, Mass. 


C. H. BOEHMER 


Pan American Bldg. 
New Orleans, La. 


——_ 


B. G. BROWDY, Inc 


3 West 19th Street 
New York 11, N. Y, 





G. SCHIRMER 
MUSIC STORES, Inc. 


700 West Seventh Street 
Corner South Hope Street 


Los Angeles 17, Calif. 


EZRA FELDMAN 


237 Royal Street 
New Orleans, La. 





ROBERT M. BRUCE 
N. H. National Bank Bldg, 


3 Pleasant Street 
Portsmouth, N. H. 





NORTHUMBERLAND 
PHARMACY 

W. A. Cargo, Pharmacist 

5872 Northumberland St. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Phone Hazel 1869 


THE FIRST SAVINGS & 
LOAN ASSN. OF 
LITTLE FALLS 


98 Main Street 
Little Falls, N. J. 





O. S. CONERY, D.Cc, 


1 Pleasant Street 
Portsmouth, N. H. 





ROYAL PALM HOTEL 


On the Ocean between 


Lincoln Road & 15th Street 
Miami Beach 


M.P.M. BEEF CO.., Inc. 


90 Stanton Street 
New York City 


PENN REAL ESTATE (0 


Johnstown, Pa. 





CHAS. D. GLENNIE, Inc. 
Milk Dealers 


198 Mass. Ave. 
No. Andover, Mass. 





STAR 
Laundry Dry Cleaning 


N. Salisbury Blvd. & Olive St. 
Salisbury, Maryland 


PELTO MOTOR 
SALES, Inc. 
Studebaker Sales & Service 


201 Lunenburg Street 
Fitchburg, Mass. 


EARNSHAW DRUG CO. 


East Greenwich 
Rhode Island 


THE BUTCHER POLISH 
COMPANY 


84 Broad Street 
Boston 10, Mass. 





JOSEPH GILMORE 


214-216 N. Main Street 
Sharpsburg, Pa. 


THE BANNER PRINTING 
COMPANY 


213 Fourth Street 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


JAMES F. BURNS' 
ELECTRICAL WORKS 


206 Clinton Street 
Schenectady 5, N. Y. 





MULLER BROTHERS 


17 Straight Street 
Paterson, New Jersey 


CHESTER CLUB 
BEVERAGES 


18 Pershing Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, New York 


W. E. BAXTER & CO. 


170 Main Street 
Haverhill, Mass. 





CHARLES LUMBER 
Lumber & Mill Work 


Van Wagner Road 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 





BILTWELL 
Dry Cleaning Co. 


936 E. Genesee St. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


STODDARD SNACK BAR 


111 E. Genesee Street 
Syracuse, N. Y. 





Best Wishes 


MR. & MRS. 
MORRIS PEARLMUTTER 
and FAMILY 


7069 Pershing 
University City (5) Mo. 





JEANNE'S 
BEAUTY SALON 


135 Main Street 


ALBERT E. WICKER 
Cleveland, Ohio 





Paterson, New Jersey 





TED'S MOTORS, Inc. 


Maplewood, Mo. 





Sweet-Touch-Nee Tea in 

Tea Bags and Loose Tea in 
decorated tin trunks 
CONSOLIDATED 

TEA COMPANY, Inc. 


185 Division St, N. Y. 2, N. Y. 





GREEN’S DRUG STORE 
. . - On the Square... 


Frank M. McMahon, Prop. 
Registered Pharmacy Tel. 1 





Market Square, Portsmouth, N. H. 


ATKINSON SPINNING 
COMPANY, Inc. 


95 Bridge Street 
Lowell, Mass. 





WENDELL'S 


2 Market Square 
Portsmouth, N. H. 





REGAN CARPET CO. 


270 Madison Avenue 
New York City 








FRANCISCO OLIVEIRA 
TRAVEL AGENCY 


259 Rivet Street 
Newk Bedford, Mass. 
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HUNT CARPET COMPANY 


FARNAM at TWENTY-FOURTH 
Omaha, Nebraska 





BALTIMORE MARKETS, Inc. 


2301 WALNUT STREET 
Philadelphia 1, Pa. 





GREEN BAY CLOTHING MFRS., Inc. 


§07 CEDAR STREET 
Green Bay, Wisc. 





KALDEN SHEET STEEL CORP. 


628 EAST FOREST AVENUE 
Detroit, Michigan 





MENT BROS. IRON WORKS CoO., Inc’ 


54-68 North 11th Street Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 





THE CRAFTSMAN 


710 Twelfth Street Denver 4, Colo. 





FANTACI ELECTRIC, Inc. 


119 Garson Avenue Rochester, N. Y. 





BROOK KNITTING MILLS 


Manufacturers of Ladies’ Sweaters 


708 Broadway New York City 


UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITERS 


750 St. Charles Street New Orleans, La. 





WINDBER PLUMBING & SUPPLY CO. 


1224 Graham Avenue Windber, Pa. 





P. KALLMAN 


235 East 22nd Street New York, N. Y. 





NU-WAY AUTO ELECTRIC CO., Inc. 


1401 South Sixth Street Milwaukee, Wisc. 





HODO MOTOR COMPANY, Inc. 


607 Madison Avenue Montgomery, Alabama 





FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


Waukegan, Mlinois 





C. M. GIBBS COMPANY 


311 West Fayette Street Syracuse, N. Y. 





ANTONIO PICCINI COMPANY 


25 Clinton Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 





BRETTSCHNEIDER FUNERAL HOME 


Jewish Funeral Directors 
Chapels in All Boroughs - Day and Night Hours 


49 East 7th Street AL 4-3818-9 New York City 





CAPITOL & TEMPLE THEATRES 





Bellaire, Ohio 
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Holiday 
Fl 
UNION FREIGHTWAYS THE TAFT WOOD PRODUCTS Co. 
6529 Carnegie Avenue Cleveland, Ohip 
EXpress 2579 
720 Leavenworth Omaha, Nebraska | ——- 
PAR - METAL PRODUCTS CORP. 
CHICKERING & SONS $2-€2 49th Street Long Island City, N. y, 
Division of American Piano Corporation —_ ae 
144 Boylston Street Boston 16, Mass. WILLIAM HEINRICH’S SONS, Inc. 
15 Colby Street Lawrence, Mas, 
~ | Bl 
RICHILBROS HOTEL, Inc. Season’s Greetings To All Our Friends 4 
ELM BUICK SALES 
RICHMOND HILL, N. Y. W. C. WARE 
636-.0 Zane Highway Martins Ferry, Ohio 
Telephone 783 q a 
J. A. LEONE & SONS G. BLOCK'S, Inc. . 
296 Broadway Lawrence, Mass. | 46¢ 3. Warren St. Syracuse, N. ¥. 
CHERRY REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE 
E. Raphael Cherry, Manager WALDMAN CLEANERS 
) 
First National Bank Building Johnstown, Pa. | 29C3 Barber Ave. Cleveland, Ohi 
VINCE’S CASTLE INN SWIRSKY BROTHERS 
184 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, New York | 511 Hippodrome Bldg. Cleveland, Obl} | 407 | 
Season’s Greetings ie ~ = 
L.M. KELLY 
Everything for the Parts Department THE WHITE TOOL & SUPPLY CO. El 
1407 Brighton Place ses uomeE Cleveland, 13 Ob 
Harmony Dairy Company 
LEICY’S ELECTRO PURE DAIRY PRODUCTS 
1531 West Market Street Steubenville, Ohio | 800 Fulton Street Pittsburgh, 12 Po 
3 — 
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Holiday Greetings .- - 
“ AL ENGRAVING COMPANY 
30, | FEDER MALBIS BAKERY COMPANY 
Quality Plates for Letterpress Requirements 
and, Ohio 15 EAST STREET, BOSTON Mobile, Alabama 
er Call LI 2-2496 - 2497 
p, 
JOHN HANSER SOAP COMPANY O’SHAUGHNESSY SERVICE, Inc. 
— New Orleans, La. 
alias 3000 WEST HAMPTON AVENUE 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
ic. 
— HAGERSTOWN LUMBER COMPANY 
0, Mass, ; 
BURTON ABSTR ACT AND TITLE CO. 700 Frederick Street Hagerstown, Md. 
350 EAST CONGRESS STREET 
Detroit 26, Michigan BROWN-MILLER COMPANY 
— rig New Orleans, La. 
BURREN TRANSFER COMPANY 
FLEX-O-LATORS, Inc. 
156 SOUTH MELROSE AVENUE 
wore Elgin, Ml. P, O. Box 508 Carthage, Missouri 
CLEVELAND JOINT BOARD HOFFMANN'S PHARMACY 
INTERNATIONAL LADIES GARMENT WORKERS UNION 
d, Obl Cleveland, Ohio 3116 North Downer Avenue Milwaukee 11, Wisc. 
| Season’s Greetings! 
ORIGINAL CLUB FOREST PUNXS'Y NASH MOTORS 
Clay T. Kaunonff, President 
1. Obie iit titan: tials i ia ile i SUNOCO GAS, OILS — NASH Sales and Service 
—— nin — 512 E. Mahoning St. Phone 747 Punxsutawney, Pa. 
. || EDW. H. MEYER CONSTRUCTION CO. KUETEMEYER PLUMBING CO. 
3 Ohio Neenah, Wisc. 783 North Milwaukee Street Milwaukee, Wisc. 
S MODERN MOTOR EXPRESS, Inc. FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF EXPORT 
Cleveland, Ohio Export, Pennsylvania 
12 Pa. 
——— 
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A BLEND 

omen RARE SELECTED WHISKIES 

Wremne ACEO AND BLENDED vnomee 

HON OF THE CANADIAN GOVERN 

THIS WHISKY 1S SIX YEARS OD 
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Canadian Whisky — a Blend... of rare selected whiskies 
THIS WHISKY IS SIX YEARS OLD—86.8 PROOF. SEAGRAM-DISTILLERS CORP., NEW YORK, N.Y. 


RK, N.Y. 





